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Church Events
January 11-13
February 1
No Preschool
February 3
United Methodist Women
3:00-5:00pm
Colvert Ministry Center
February 12-14
Preschool Enrollment
February 15
No Preschool
February 15
Friendly Neighbors
10:30am-1:00pm
Colvert Ministry Center
February 17
United Methodist Men
6:00-8:00pm
Colvert Ministry Center
February 18
No Preschool
Clothes Closet Closed
March 5 & 7
CDO Enrollment
March 9
Emmaus Gathering &
Commissioning
4:00pm
Colvert Ministry Center

Dear Church family,
One of the heartbeats of our congregation is the ministry that we call the "Walk
to Emmaus". Our church was one of the initial churches when Dr. Joe Harris
invited several churches to support and participate in this ministry. Some of
you were pilgrims in those first few walks. Some of you gave financially so the
Walk to Emmaus could become a ministry in our district. The impact that this
ministry has had over the years, in and through our congregation, has been
overwhelming. Brother Dan put together a list of individuals who have been
on the Walk in our church and it was simply amazing.
It's time for our congregation to once again embrace this wonderful ministry
and begin to seek out pilgrims for our next set of Walks. Our own Joe Rison is
the Lay Director for the Men's Walk. Mrs. Patty Tickel is the women's Lay
Director. I want you to know that we have funds to help scholarship pilgrims in
our church and we can assist those volunteering on the Walks, as well, with
monetary assistance. The cost should not stop anyone from going on these
next Walks.
Your Senior Pastor went on “Green Country Walk to Emmaus” at the First
United Methodist Church of Bartlesville, OK. The experience that I had on my
Walk set the stage for me as I prepared to go to seminary. I can still hear the
prayers for me that washed away my concerns about going to Perkins School
of Theology. The presence and power of the risen Lord was so overwhelming. Please begin to pray about how you might sponsor or get back involved
in this wonderful ministry.
The Cross Point Emmaus Walks are set for: Men's 107 March 28-31st and
the ladies’ Walk 108 is April 4-7th. If you have participated in the past and
have stepped away for awhile, please consider re-engaging in this wonderful
ministry. If you have any questions, please call Kenna Johnson, Joe Rison or
myself.
De Colores!

Pastor David Daniel
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WALK TO EMMAUS - A JOURNEY WITH CHRIST
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and walked with them. - Luke 24:15
The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and formation that begins with a three-day short course in
Christianity. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God’s grace and love is revealed to you through other
believers. The Walk to Emmaus experience begins with the prayerful discernment and invitation from a sponsor. After one
accepts this invitation they complete an application. The Emmaus leaders prayerfully consider each applicant and in God’s time,
the person is invited to attend a three-day experience of New Testament Christianity as a lifestyle.
Following the three-day experience, participants are joined in small groups to support each other in their ongoing walk with Christ.
Through the formational process of accountable discipleship in small groups and participation in the Emmaus community, each
participant’s individual gifts and servant-leadership skills are developed for use in the local church and its mission. Participants are
encouraged to find ways to live out their individual call to discipleship in their home, church, and community.
The objective of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge, and equip the local church members for Christian action in their homes,
churches, communities and places of work. Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared with others.
~emmaus.upperroom.org

MISSION:

Empowering Leaders to be the hands and feet of Christ.

VISION:

Fourth Day Leaders embodying Jesus Christ.

WHO SHOULD GO TO EMMAUS?
Emmaus is open to members of any Christian denomination. Emmaus is for the development of Christian leaders who:
 Are members of a local church
 Have a desire to strengthen their spiritual lives
 May have unanswered questions about their faith
 Understand that being a Christian involves responsibility
 Are willing to dedicate their everyday lives to God in an ongoing manner

WHAT HAPPENS ON THE EMMAUS WEEKEND?
You will enjoy three days of singing, learning, laughing, worshiping, reflecting, praying and participating in small groups. Discussions center around fifteen talks given by laity and clergy. These talks present the theme of God’s grace, how that grace comes
alive in the Christian community and how it is expressed in the world. You’ll also discover how grace is real in your life, how you
live a life of grace, and how you bring that grace to others.
You will have the opportunity to participate in the daily celebration of Holy Communion and to understand more fully the body of
Christ. You will experience God’s grace through the prayers and acts of anonymous service offered by the Emmaus community. You will leave with an experience of Christian love in action that will equip you for new levels of grace-filled service and leadership.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE EMMAUS WEEKEND?
You are invited to have a closer walk with Christ for the rest of your life; this is called the Fourth Day. Those who attend a Walk to
Emmaus are encouraged to:
 Expand their own spiritual lives through worship, study and active participation in their local church
 Become more active disciples of Christ in service to the world
To nurture this process of discipleship, the Emmaus movement offers specific opportunities. First, groups of four to six people meet
weekly to reflect on their spiritual journey and encourage one another in accountable discipleship. Second, there are monthly
community gatherings where Emmaus participants meet for fellowship, worship and instruction. Third, community members are
regularly informed of the support needs of upcoming Walk to Emmaus weekends, and other opportunities for servant leadership.
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WHAT IS THE LOCATION FOR WALK TO EMMAUS?
Our area attends the Walk to Emmaus at Cross Point Camp in Kingston, OK. You will enjoy the beauty and solitude of this special
campsite, especially the serenity of the glowing cross at the amphitheater overlooking Lake Texoma. Each pilgrim will stay in a
cabin with fellow pilgrims. Each cabin has two sleeping rooms, divided by a dorm-style bathroom.
If you have any questions or would like more information than what is provided here, please contact Pastor David or
Pastor John. If you are interested in attending the Walk to Emmaus for the first time, please speak with Pastor David or
Pastor John. The men’s Walk is March 28-31 and the women’s is April 4-7.
If you have previously attended a Walk and would like to volunteer, please complete a Volunteer Application as soon as
possible. Both the men’s and women’s Walk are in need of more volunteers.
Pilgrim, Sponsor and Volunteer applications are attached to this newsletter and are also available at the Welcome Desk or online
at crosspointemmaus.org.
Emmaus Team Training Dates:
January 26 - Ardmore FUMC
February 9 - Madill FUMC
February 23 - Asbury UMC, Ardmore
March 9 - Ardmore FUMC
Emmaus Gathering & Commissioning:
March 9
4:00pm, Colvert Ministry Center

SYMPATHY
Our thoughts and prayers are with Alice Grote and family with the passing
of Charles Grote, on January 18. His memorial service was January 24, in
our Sanctuary.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the Castellow family, with the passing of
Chris Castellow. His services were January 17, at The Crossings Church in
Frisco TX.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Joan Snodgrass, with her
passing on January 25. Her service was January 31 in our Sanctuary.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Philip Ross and family, with the passing
of his wife, Marian Ross, on January 29. Her services were February 1 at
Craddock Funeral Home.

MEMORIAL
In memory of Charles Grote, contributions have been received from Renny &
Becky Collins for the Memorial Fund, and from Michael Cawley for the Global Outreach Team - Faith Promise.

CONNECTIONAL GATHERING
Our new membership course at FUMC Ardmore.
We will meet in the room A9 in the preschool
wing every Sunday in February at 10am. This
will be a time of fellowship, fun, and great information about being a Methodist and joining our
faith family here at First United Methodist
Church Ardmore. We will have guest speakers
and lots of great information and interaction with
staff and pastors. If you can make them all that
is best, but if you can only make some that is
acceptable as well. We hope to see you there
and are excited about what God will do through
this new ministry! Contact Rev. John Hollon at
john@fumcardmore.com or 580-223-5390
ext.314 with questions or to reserve your spot.

In memory of Chris Castellow, contributions have been received from William & Patsy Hargis and Jerry & Susan Henderson for the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Evan Hisey, contributions have been received from The Clowe
Family and Sam & Sharon Veazey for the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Foy Jones, a contribution has been received from Janna
Townsend for the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Elizabeth Rose Coble, contributions have been received from
Robert & Jennifer Patton and Don, Mike, & the Bridges/Grace Family for the
Memorial Fund.
In memory of LaJuanna Dodd, a contribution has been received from William
& Patsy Hargis for the Global Outreach Fund.
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HOW HAS EMMAUS IMPACTED MY LIFE?
Joe Rison, Lay Director for Men’s walk #107

Patty Tickel, Lay Director for Women’s walk #108

Greetings church family!

I think the real question is: How has it not impacted my life!

I am honored to write an article concerning the Emmaus
ministry and my involvement since 1992. The impact on
me and my wife were immediate but more importantly,
lasting. The Walk is a 3-day spiritual retreat designed for
Christians to move us into a closer walk with Our God.
As a family with 3 children, I can’t emphasize enough the
dividends we have harvested and continue to benefit from
27 years later. The Walk started me on a journey to
desire a daily relationship with Jesus; not part-time.

There isn’t enough space in the newsletter to explain all the different aspects Emmaus has impacted my life since my Walk. Cross
Point Walk to Emmaus #12. What can I say, it’s been a journey.

I recently was named Lay Director for Walk #107. I was a
pilgrim on Walk #3, and I would like to invite any man
reading this to hop aboard the Emmaus experience. The
Walk will occur March 28-31st and I guarantee anyone
attending will not regret it. The cost is FREE but your
return on investment will be eternal. I look forward to
visiting with any man about Emmaus and my experience.
I have miraculous tales to tell!
Please join me March 28th, Joe Rison.

CCDC CHURCH SERVICES
Jail Ministry News - Letters
From Jail
The Walk to Emmaus is a big deal at our
house. Our Saturday plans are being
formed around training sessions for the
upcoming Men’s Walk and our prayer time includes all
those who will be participating. The Walk to Emmaus is a
life changing, spiritual awakening to the Grace of God
through Jesus Christ. Every week, our focus in jail is to
bring the truth of God’s Grace through Jesus Christ, to
men and women living below their inheritance as believers. The Emmaus mission is shared in our state prisons
by the Kairos Ministry. Our own Kairos team just recently
returned from a women’s retreat at Mabel Bassett Correctional Center. Women residing there, were bathed in the
same grace and love experienced at Emmaus. One of
those women shared that while she is not from Ardmore,
the letters she has received from our Jail Ministry brought
her the Word of God, giving her hope and expectation for
her future. Don’t you know the grace and love she
experienced during the Kairos weekend will forever be in
her heart? That is our prayer for those attending the
upcoming walks. Grace and Peace to you all. Kim Hunt

For one, I opened my home for many years to foreign exchange
students, therefore, my number of children have increased from 2
to 8. These students lived with me for 9 months and they are my
kids. Several of the students did not come from a Christian background and while living here in Madill, OK, they experienced God’s
unconditional love from me, my friends, and my church family.
The world has opened up to me since my Walk. Fortunately or
unfortunately, I organize the mission team from our church. We
have seen the poorest of poor in Guatemala and Cuba. We have
helped clean up after hurricanes in Mississippi and Texas. We
worked on a home for an elderly couple in West Virginia thru ASP.
We have worked within churches in Alaska and Oklahoma. I
accompanied my 80-year-old mother on an evangelical mission
trip to Rwanda, Africa. (That was interesting) My mother, who had
never been out of the country, wanted to go to Africa. My favorite
mission was going to Bolivia and working with Susan Waite on a
Women’s Empowerment Seminar with the Bolivian ladies.

As Christians we are all called to be the hands and feet of Christ in
many different ways. The Emmaus experience brought clarity to
my life and expanded my borders. Sometimes fear is the wall that
keeps us from allowing the Holy Spirit to work through us. Being
asked to be the Lay Director for an Emmaus Walk was one of
those moments that I could easily erect a wall of fear. I’m not great
at speaking in front of large groups. I’m more of a behind the
scenes person. Being the Lay Director, is me totally relying on
God.
I’m asked what is so special about the Emmaus walk? I know that
some of you will be going to Israel soon. I had the opportunity last
May. The questions about Emmaus came up while in Israel; my
response was, “After going to Israel, you will have a greater understanding of the Bible. You will have walked where Jesus walked.
You will see the landscape where Jesus preached. You will touch
the shores of Galilea, and the tomb where Jesus was laid.” Clarity!
Emmaus is a three day opportunity to be immersed in the unconditional love God offers to each of us, without distractions from the
world. Yes, you might learn & experience a thing or two while
there! I extend the invitation to come on your Walk to Emmaus.
Men’s walk is March 28-31 and the Women’s walk is April 4-7. The
word that keeps bouncing around in my head and heart for the
women’s walk is “faithfulness”. Hmmm! I wonder what God has
planned? Please join Joe Rison and myself as we lead the next
set of walks.
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Prayer Chain
Lenny Frank
580-465-7515 frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com
Wadell & Sheila Altom
580-223-7272

Celebrate Recovery
Stephen Ministry
Prayer Groups
Small Groups
Bible Studies

Stephen Ministers have been trained to care for those who are suffering.
Please call Louise Daniels at 580-465-5958 or the church office at 580-223-5390.

