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8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying
in a manger.”
Luke 2:8-12 New International Version
I’ll never forget the time we were in Bethlehem and were looking down at the
shepherds moving their sheep. All of a sudden what happened long ago became even more real and powerful to me and those who were on their pilgrimage. The Shepherds were guiding their sheep to a different pasture either for better grazing or simply to get ready for the night. I’m not sure why
they were moving them but it made think about that night the angels appeared to them to share the birth of Christ.
Angels play such a powerful role in the whole birth narrative of Jesus Christ.
Think about the archangel Gabriel announcing to Mary that she would be one
who would carry in her womb the Savior of the world. Or think about when
Joseph considered divorcing Mary because she was pregnant and they were
not yet married. Scripture teaches us that an angel came to Joseph in a
dream and explained to him that what had taken place was from the Holy
Spirit. All these events are super-natural and challenge the modern mind.
Yet, this is our faith and the Immaculate Conception and the virgin birth are
critical to who we say Jesus is today.
Christmas is absolutely a time when we are reminded of the power and love
of the living God. This is our time to stop and listen for that small quiet voice
to speak to our fears and our concerns about our lives. It can be so easy to
just try to endure the holiday season. This isn’t what the Lord desires for any
soul. The Good News that was announced that night in the fields of Bethlehem is the same Good News that we announce and share today!

The baby Jesus is no longer in the cradle. He came and ultimately took the
sin of the world (which includes your sin and mine) upon His body on a wooden cross at Calvary. Three days after dying He would be raised from the
dead and now Jesus sits or stands at the right hand of our Heavenly Father.
He prays for you and me daily. We are loved and we can experience His
saving grace every day! This is the Good News of Jesus Christ! In the busyness of this season, please find a moment just to be quiet before the Lord
and spend time with Him.
Merry Christmas,
Pastor David L. Daniel

Church Events
December 10
Preschool Christmas Program
6:00pm
Sanctuary
December 11
FUMC Children’s
Christmas Play
6:00pm
Sanctuary
December 15
Sanctuary Choir’s “Glorious
Sounds of Christmas”
9AM Traditional Service
Sanctuary
December 24
Candlelight & Communion
Services
4pm, 6pm, 8pm
Sanctuary
December 25-27
Christmas/Church Closed
December 30-31
Church Open
January 1
New Year - Church Closed
January 2
Church Open
January 5
Dr. Warren Haynes, Speaker
10:00am
Colvert Ministry Center
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FUMC STAFF & MINISTRY NEWS

Thank you for supporting our Chili Supper
Fundraiser and Food Tent! We had a great
turn out! In the CMC we served 433 people
as well as several at the food tent that was
set up in front of McClure Chapel. We would
like to thank the United Methodist Men for
their service in our kitchen, we could not
have done it without them! Because of the
generosity of our congregation and our
community we are able to continue great
ministry in our preschool.
As we move into the new year be watching
for enrollment information for the 2020-2021
school year! Enrollment will happen in
February and church members will receive
early enrollment opportunities.
~ Emily Hollon

2020 UPCOMING EVENTS
January 10-12 - Discovery Weekend
January 15 - Mid-Week Begins
January 16 - New Life Widows Dinner
January 20-22 - Directory Portraits
January 30 - Watoto Children’s Choir
January 31-Feb 2 - Global Impact
Celebration
February 4-8 - Directory Portraits
February 26 - Ash Wednesday Services
April 5 - Palm Sunday
April 6-10 - Holy Week Noon Services
April 11 - FUMC Kids Easter Egg Hunt
April 12 - Easter
April 13 - Church Closed
April 16-19 - Men’s Walk to Emmaus
April 23-26 - Women’s Walk to Emmaus
June 4-7 - Disciple Camp
June 8-11 - Vacation Bible School
June 14-19 - Youth Force Ardmore
July 17-19 - Declare Camp
July 20-25 - Dayspring Camp

YOUTH

Merry Christmas church!! I pray that we are filled with the Hope and
Love of Christ through this holiday season. I want to personally invite
all, who are willing and able, to commit to be a part of Discovery by
signing up for our prayer vigil. There will be at least one person
praying in our Carlock Prayer Chapel through the entire duration of
our Discovery weekend and I want as many of you to sign up as
possible! It will be January 10-12th. Please contact Ginger Daniel at
gingerbright@hotmail.com, if you are willing to be a part. If you are
unable to be present, please join us in prayer wherever you are!
-Issac Barnes

CHILDREN
Children's 2020 Events
Children's Palm Processional: Sunday, April 5th in both services
Easter Egg Hunt (children up to 5th grade): April 11th at 10am
VBS (4 years old by 9/1/20- entering 5th grade): June 8th-June 11th
Declare Camp (entering 1st-5th grade): Fri July17- Sun, July 19
Children's Curriculum:
In January 2020, Kindergarten through 5th grade children will be
learning about Knowledge. If you want to drop some knowledge first
you have to start with what you DON'T know. After all, when you
learn something new, you can be better at whatever you do.
In January 2020, our Nursery children will be having a beach party!
They will be answering the question, “Who can do anything?” Jesus
can do anything!
More Information:
Find out more information about all of our events for K-5th grade
children at https://www.fumcardmore.com/children/ and on our
Facebook page "FUMC Kids".
Find out more information about all of our nursery events, for 6weeks-old to Pre-K children, at https://www.fumcardmore.com/
nursery/ and on our Facebook page "FUMC Nursery".
Amy Hopper
Children's Ministry Director FUMC Ardmore
580-223-5390 ext 319; children@fumcardmore.com

Page 3

The Calling

CCDC CHURCH SERVICES
Jail Ministry News
“The drugs have caused me to lose
everything and everyone I love. How can
I ever get them back again?” DOC/MBCC
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.” Revelation 21:4
The holidays are a time of mixed emotions for many
who are suffering from loss. Regardless of where one
is spending this holiday season, loss can bring a sense
of hopelessness. How we overcome the pain and
suffering of our loss is largely determined by our
perspective. As stated by Jesus in Matthew 6:22-23,
we must have healthy eyes to see the light of our hope.
This month, those in our county jail and prisons around
this state, will be encouraged not to give God credit for
those things for which He is not responsible. God did
not create loss. He created and sustained an Eden
where man would walk in eternal peace and joy. Loss
is the by-product of one man’s disobedience. GOD IS
the creator of redemption and restoration. Through
Jesus Christ, whatever your loss, God fully intends for
you to have victory over it, to draw others closer to
Himself because of it, and to receive the glory in it. It is
by the one man’s obedience, that all who believe and
receive shall experience His resurrection power over
that which has been considered lost. May we celebrate
the birth of our salvation with a new and healthy
perspective!
Merry Christmas!
Kim Hunt

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Christian Joy - Air Force (Fairchild AFB, WA)
Jerry Bright - Navy (Little Creek, VA)
David Seals - Army
Seth Haynes - Air Force (Deployed)
Paxton Killblane - Army (Fort Bragg, NC)
Wesley Patzkowsky - Army (Pilot, Deployed)
Tyler Black - Army (Iraq)
Julie Miller - Air Force (Little Rock AFB)
Silas Howell - Army (Fort Leonard Wood, MO)
Daylon Tilghman - National Guard (Mexico Border)
Jonathon (JD) Frank - Army (Africa)
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MID-WEEK 2020
Our next Mid-Week will begin on January 15, 2020. At
Mid-Week, there is a place for everyone: children,
youth, and adults. A family meal is served 5:15-5:50pm
in the Colvert Ministry Center
Adult Studies: 6:00pm-7:00pm:
Heavenly Minded for Earthly Good - led by Karen Chaffin
Out of Eden: Ruth - led by Pastor David & Pastor John
Financial Peace - led by Asher & Michaela Branecky
Marriage Class - led by Clayton & Bebe Lodes
6-weeks-old through 5th Grade:
Check-In begins at 5:45pm:
Nursery (6-weeks-old through Pre-K) - Nursery Dept.
Elementary (Kindergarten-5th Grade)- Fellowship Hall
Youth 5:15pm-7:00pm:
Youth (6th-12 Grade)- Youth Room

DISCIPLESHIP TEAM
Our
next
Church-wide
Study will begin January
5th. Orders will begin
December 15. Forms will be
placed in each Sunday
School packet and at the
Welcome Desk. Cost is
$10.
On January 5, all Adult
Sunday School classes will
meet jointly in the Colvert
Ministry Center, to hear a
special message from the
book’s author. Dr. Warren
Haynes is the brother of
Justin Haynes.

Report from Finance Committee
Through the Month of October
Budgeted
All Giving Received:
$1,217,083.30
Expenses:
$1,218,249.90
% of Apportionments paid:
83%

Actual
$1,125,916.06
$1,173,816.04
83%

All of our apportionments and bills have been paid.
While we had a second straight month with a small
surplus, we have a substantial budget deficit of
($47,899.98) going into November. We appreciate the
continued support of the congregation, and ask everyone to prayerfully reflect on their giving and support of
the ministries of the Church.
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ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS

New Life Widows Ministry is an organization designed
to love, validate and serve women who have lost their
husbands. It is an independent organization focused on
an Ardmore citywide initiative. The function of the
ministry is to create a warm, healthy, safe, environment
for women to come, meet, and fellowship with other
widows on a monthly basis.
The function to bring these kindred souls together is a
beautiful, elegant dinner party, with music, entertainment, birthday recognition and wonderful door prizes.
Our prayer is that through these special monthly events,
widows will be loved and served in such a warm and
personal way, that their pain, loneliness and grief may
be transformed into the kind of joy, peace and laughter
that leads to wholeness.
These dinner parties will be hosted by various churches
in the Ardmore community. These churches will provide
the facility, the setup of tables, chairs and linens for the
event, and provide a wonderful home cooked, three
course meal. The widow’s ministry will then go to that
church to decorate the tables and put on that evenings
program.

We are currently looking for volunteers to serve meals.
Volunteers who choose to serve will do so once a
month for 21/2 hours between 5:30 pm and 8:00 pm.
The dates for these dinners will be determined by
ministry leadership and the host church. Training for
volunteers will be offered on December 4th from 6:00
pm to7:00 pm in the Colvert Ministry Center.
If you are a female who has ever known a widow, and
you have a warm heart, with a few extra hugs to spare,
then this is a ministry for you. This could be the most
precious, meaningful time you could give to another in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who has called us in
scripture to care for the widows among us. For more
information or to volunteer or donate, please call
Carolyn Graysneck our volunteer ministry coordinator at
(580) 223-6558. Please come and join us.

SANCTUARY PARAMENTS
If you would like to sponsor the White or Red
parament set, by monetary donation, in honor or
memory of a loved one, please contact Holly Joy or
Paula Brazzell:
580-223-5390;
holly@fumcardmore.com;
paula@fumcardmore.com.

Alternative Christmas is here! Order Forms and
Brochures are available in the Welcome Center. This
year’s ministries are:
Little School Bells, Holy Cow! Ministry, Jail & Prison
Ministry, Celebrate Recovery, New Life Widows
Ministry, and Impact Ardmore.
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Registration has begun!! Help us strengthen our community, by being a part of our
new directory. Reserve your session by going to our website, fumardmore.com, or
call the Church Office for assistance, 580-223-5390.

2020 COMMITMENTS TO TITHE & OFFERING
On Sunday, November 17, we began 2020 pledged
giving. In the first week of Advent, your 2020 budget
committee is very thankful to have received 142 pledge
cards totaling $951,526.64 through the third Sunday of
our pledge campaign. If you have not turned in your
card, you can do so by dropping it in the offering plate
or at the Welcome Center. Cards are available at the
Welcome Desk if you need one.
Thank you for your giving and support for the ministries
of the church!
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Prayer Chain
Lenny Frank
580-465-7515 frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com
Wadell & Sheila Altom
580-223-7272

Celebrate Recovery
Stephen Ministry
Surrendering the Secret
Prayer Groups
Small Groups
Bible Studies

Stephen Ministers offer listening ears, open hearts and the love of Christ.
Please call Louise Daniels at 580-465-5958 or the church office at 580-223-5390.

What Legacy will you leave?

A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make. With the help of your attorney or financial advisor, you can include
language in your Will or Trust specifying a gift to be made to the First United Methodist Church Endowment Fund as
part of your estate plan.
A bequest can be made in several ways: Gift of a percentage of your estate; Gift of a specific asset; Gift of the
residue of your estate; Bequest of an IRA; Bequest of Insurance Policy. Please contact Renny Collins or Pastor
David Daniel with any questions.

