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Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. 7 If you know me, you will also know my Father.
From now on you do know him and have seen him. John 14:6-7 Christian Standard Bible
The last time we gathered for corporate worship was on March 15th, when our youth and adults were preparing to go
to the Los Angeles Dream Center for a mission trip. Since that date, we moved to online-only worship, an online
Holy Week experience and an online Easter. How proud I have been to be your Senior Pastor during this pandemic.
We don’t know for sure what the days ahead will look like, but we have set a date to begin corporate worship for
June 14th. We encourage you to wear masks when you come to church. I know there is a great debate in our
nation over whether or not to wear masks. Our medical professionals and our Bishop have expressed to us that this
is an important measure in limiting the spread of the virus. This is our way of caring for one another for a period of
time. Secondly, we encourage you to apply social distancing in the Sanctuary and in each of our buildings. For
many of us who affirm people by touch, this will be challenging. Let’s be gentle and caring in a way that respects
each person’s personal space.
A few of the things that I‘ve learned over these last 90 days are: We need each other. I’m grateful for emails, text
messages, Facebook, etc. Yet, there is no comparison to hearing a live voice on the other end of the phone line.
Caring for one another is something that is one of the first staples of following Christ Jesus. I’m so grateful
for the phone calls that each of our Sunday School leaders and ministry leaders have made throughout this pandemic. Many of you have shared with me that you believe our church has grown stronger because of the personal touch.
The church did not start in cathedrals or ornate sanctuaries, rather our faith started in homes. Pastor John, Amy
Hopper, and myself will begin looking for people willing to host a home group and individuals who would be willing to
lead and put a group together. I believe with all my heart that we need to get smaller so that we can grow into the
body of believers that the Lord wants us to be.
Your financial support of the ministries of our church have been the best since I came to be your Senior Pastor in
2016. Thank you, Thank you, and Thank you. We know that members of our congregation that are related to
various industries, especially the oil and gas portion of our economy, have taken a hit during this pandemic. Please
join me in praying for this sector of our economy to improve, so that people can get back to work and be able to
serve and give in the way they desire for the Lord.
Throughout this pandemic I have been blessed to receive excellent counsel from Dr. Mike Carnahan, Dr. Paul Reed,
and Toni Roberts, R.N. Please join me in expressing your gratitude for their diligence and hard work in addressing
the continuing moving target of the Corona Virus and its implications.
In the coming days, I ask for your continued prayers for the ministries of our church, your continued goodwill for your
neighbors, and our nation. Jesus didn’t say he was the way, the truth and the life in only good times. I pray that
today, and in the days to come the Way, the Truth, and the Life would become more and more the One we turn to
and the One we worship and praise with all we are and hope to be.
Jesus is Lord,
Pastor David Daniel
P.S. See you on June the 14th either by Livestream or in the Sanctuary!!!!!!
First United Methodist Church | 501 W Main, Ardmore, OK 73401 | 580-223-5390 | fumcardmore.com
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Hello FUMC Family, I pray that you are all well! As the church staff returns to work, we will be taking precautions to
keep everyone as safe as possible. Starting Monday, June 8, we will be back in the office from 9:00am-5:00pm,
Monday through Friday. We request that if you need to see a staff member in person, you schedule an appointment
with that staff member. We are hoping to keep the foot traffic down in the Business Office for the safety of everyone.
We will continue to use Wednesday mornings from 9-11am as a time for you to pick up or drop off items. If you have
any questions, please feel free to call the Welcome Desk at (580) 223-5390.
Thank you!
Kinzie Ray - kinzie@fumcardmore.com
During the time of quarantine, the work of the church’s business office has stayed the same. However, the process
of getting to our end result has changed greatly. Paula and I have learned valuable lessons throughout our time of
“safer at home”. We have learned God does not want us in a continuing rush, day in and day out. We have a reaffirmation that GOD is first, everything else comes after Him. There have been many other lessons, but this is by far the
most important one! We thank you for your patience, understanding, and prayers for us these past 2 ½ months. We
look forward to leaning into what God grants us as we find our “new normal” in the office. We pray we do not lose
sight of the lessons He has given and that we are open to hearing Him on a greater level moving forward.
Blessings!
Holly Joy - holly@fumcardmore.com
Paula Brazzell - paula@fumcardmore.com
I don’t recall ever expressing how much of a blessing FUMC is to work with, in an article. I am so excited that us staff
are beginning to work together again in-person! If you have not been receiving our church-wide notifications by email
or text, and you want to receive them, please email Kinzie or me. So many of our congregants have opted-out in
receiving updates, but One Call Now is an important tool for us to stay in communication and connected. Your staff
have continued to work diligently in keeping FUMC open and alive, even though the buildings have been closed.

I have been prayer for the church, our community, state, and country, during this quarantine - for each of us to find a
renewing of our Faith and Trust in God’s unwavering goodness. Our time working “safer at home” became an
unexpected blessing for my family and me, as I re-examined my fault in previously being in a constant state of rush.
This pandemic has not been easy for most of us, but I pray that you have discovered a new awareness of the reality
of your relationship with God. The goodness of God is all around us; we just have to look with our eyes wide open!
Blessings!
Kenna Johnson - kenna@fumcardmore.com

FACILITIES & TECHNOLOGY
Hello church family,
In preparation of reopening our facility, our programming staff has worked together to create safety and cleaning
protocols for each department, to keep you and your families safe and healthy. The maintenance/cleaning staff have
also taken great efforts to step up our health and safety practices.
For Sunday Services, the East door and South Sanctuary doors will be the entrances available. You can utilize the
East bank parking lot and parking spots adjacent to the Sanctuary if you are less mobile. At this time, we will not be
opening the west wing or west entrances to help reduce the areas that need to be sanitized between worship
services.
We will continue the use of EPA certified disinfectant cleaners and will be using a fogger machine during the 10
o’clock hour to safely administer the disinfectant to all contact surfaces in areas that will be reoccupied. To honor the
safe distancing protocols, we will have every other row of seating closed in the Sanctuary, and we are asking families
to sit together with 2 to 3 seats between household units.
Please bear with us as we work through this together. With our combined efforts of keeping the building clean and
using hand sanitizing stations, wipes, and masks, we can help prevent the spread of germs and viruses.
I’m looking forward to seeing you!
Mike Dees - mdees@fumcardmore.com
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Dear FUMC Families,
The leadership of our church has decided that on campus worship will begin again on
Sunday, June 14th. This will include the 9:00am Traditional service and the 11:05am Epic
service. We will offer nursery for children 6 weeks old through completed pre-k for both
services. We will also offer children’s church for children who have completed kindergarten
through completed 3rd grade for both services (there is no children’s church on the first
Sunday of each month due to family communion). There will be no Sunday school classes
meeting on campus at this time. We will inform you when Sunday school will be available
again to our nursery and our elementary children.
We have been missing your children during this time and we cannot wait to see their faces! We have been working
on procedures to safely have children come back to the church facilities during the Covid-19 pandemic. Please visit
our website at fumcardmore.com/children-covid-19/ for our most up to date procedures.
Since March our Nursery Ministry Director Katie Woerz and myself have been meeting continuously with our pastoral
staff and our children’s ministry advisory board. Our goal was to make a plan for summer programing during the
Covid-19 pandemic. We want you to know that each and every decision that has been made is to keep the children
of our church and our community safe while in our care. We appreciate your feedback to our summer survey. Your
responses helped us gain more knowledge about what each of our families felt comfortable with during these
unprecedented times.
It is with a heavy heart that we announce that our Vacation Bible School for the summer of 2020 has been cancelled.
As you know VBS is a huge community event that blesses not only our church children, but also many children from
around Ardmore. This was of course a very hard decision, but we believe it is the right one for the safety of our
volunteers and children. Declare Camp is still scheduled for Friday, July 17 through Sunday, July 19 (changes are
always possible as updates occur with local, state and CDC guidelines). Declare Camp will not be held at Cross
Point Camp this summer. Instead we will host a day Declare Camp on our church campus. We look forward to bringing the camp dynamic to our church building. Your child can expect all the same experiences, but in the safety of our
own church campus. We will have worship, small groups, recreation and an amazing time of safe fellowship. This
summer Declare Camp will be available for any child of our church who has completed kindergarten through completed 5th grade. We will send out registration information as it becomes available.

We have decided that children who have just completed 5th grade will promote to the youth department in the month
of August closer to when school resumes. We hope that they will join us this summer for Declare Camp as we get
ready to help them move on to the next phase. Parents of completed 5th graders we will have a parent meeting in
August to give you more details on our youth department. We will send out a meeting date and a promotion date
when it becomes available.
For our most up to date information, follow our Facebook pages at “FUMC Nursery” and “FUMC Kids”. Please let us
know if you have any questions or concerns.
Amy Hopper
Children’s Ministry Director
223-5390, Ext 319
children@fumcardmore.com

YOUTH/STUDENT MINISTRIES
To our youth we miss you so much! When we go back to
church on June 14, we ask that you please sit with your
families due to COVID-19. We have decided to cancel
zoom lessons, and we will be contacting each of our youth
to meet in person in smaller groups over the summer
months! Youth Force is tentatively scheduled for July 19thJuly 24th. We will know more about Youth Force and our
other summer events the week of June 8th. We will contact
you as soon as we know more about the summer of 2020.
Issac Barnes
Schuyler Henderson
Director of Student Ministries
Assistant Youth Director
issac@fumcardmore.com
schuyler@fumcardmore.com

Finance Committee Report
Through the Month of April
Budgeted
All Giving Received:
$497,213.92
Expenses:
$497,214.00
% of Apportionments paid: 33.3%

Actual
$468,537.74
$474,767.69
33.3%

Although we ended the month of April with a small
deficit of $6,229.95, through draws on our PPP loan,
we showed a surplus of $26,877.20. This money will
assist us in retaining Church and Preschool staff
through the crisis. All of our bills and apportionments
were paid. We sincerely appreciate the generosity
support of the congregation and those who gave and
continue to give in support of the ministries of the
Church.
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GLOBAL OUTREACH TEAM UPDATE
Just what is the GO Team?
The "Global Outreach Team" is a group of church members who feel called to lead our church in fulfilling Jesus’
commands to “go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19) and to “be witnesses unto me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). To accomplish this, the GO
Team uses Faith Promise dollars to support our long-term mission partners living in the field, to help finance our
congregation’s short-term mission teams, and to fund specific ministries and special needs. We prayerfully prioritize
projects that 1) present the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 2) meet the needs of His people. In addition to financial
support, we work to maintain personal relationships with our mission partners and to create missions opportunities
for the members of our own congregation. We believe that EVERY Christian is called to missions!
The GO Team Leader is Randal Chambers, who keeps us focused on our goals, plans our meetings, coordinates our
work groups, and coaches short-term team leaders. Our Staff Liaison, Pastor John Hollon, is appointed by the senior
pastor to provide spiritual leadership and communication with the church staff. Other team members focus on work
in each of the Acts 1:8 quadrants, communicate with the congregation and our mission partners, create outreach
events, pray for the team and the ministries we support, and assist mission team leaders with planning and paperwork.
Over the next few months, we will be introducing you to more of the GO Team and opportunities for you to join in, or
participate in missions. If you have a question about the Faith Promise program, feel called to lead a shortterm mission team, or just want to know more about our church’s efforts to fulfill the Great Commission, please
contact Randal Chambers at 806-674-2780 or Pastor John. We would love to visit with you!
Thank you for participating in the Faith Promise! Your sacrificial giving is making a difference in the Kingdom and the
world!
Randal Chambers and the GO Team

MEMORIAL
In memory of David James Tolbert, contributions have been
received from Wayne & Kay Laske, James & Virginia Young,
Renny & Becky Collins, Dale & Cheryl Wells, Maytha Mead,
and Louise Daniels for Celebrate Recovery.
In memory of Nancy Schmedt, a contribution has been
received from Arthur & Deborah Kotzur for the Cude Clothes
Closet; from Gary & Jeannine Jackson for the Memorial
Fund; and from Wadell & Sheila Altom for Faith Promise.

Christian Joy - Air Force (Deployed)
Jerry Bright - Navy (Little Creek, VA)
Seth Haynes - Air Force (Deployed)
Paxton Killblane - Army (Fort Bragg, NC)
Wesley Patzkowsky - Army (Deployed)
Tyler Black - Army (Iraq)
Julie Miller - Air Force (Little Rock AFB)
Silas Howell - Army (Fort Carson, CO)
Daylon Tilghman - National Guard (Mexico Border)
Jonathon (JD) Frank - Army (Africa)
Major Ben Winston - Air Force (Ramstein AFB,
German Platinate)
Lt. Col. Thomas Hutton - Air Force
Erik Marshburn - Navy
Todd Marshburn - Army
Michael Marshburn - Air Force
Joshua Tolbert - Army (Ft. Knox, KY)
Jeremy Simpson - Navy

In memory of Bobbie Merle Varnadore, a contribution has
been received from Wadell & Sheila Altom for Faith Promise;
and from Renny & Becky Collins for the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Betty Murrah’s sister, Berta, a contribution has
been received from Wadell & Sheila Altom for Faith Promise.
In memory of Meredith Saunders’ mother, she has given a
contribution to the Memorial Fund.
In Honor of Terry Kalister, a contribution has been received
from Laura Peraino for Celebrate Recovery.

COMMITTEE DATE CHANGES
Finance Committee and Admin Church Council are meeting
on June 23.
Finance Committee will meet in Room 205 at 12-Noon. No
lunch or beverages will be provided.
Admin Church Council will meet at 6:00 PM in the Sanctuary.
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INTERNATIONAL MISSION SPOTLIGHT
YOUTH WITH A MISSION: JEREMY AND SCALIA BLAKELY
Quadrant Lead: Rebecca Reed - rreeddph@gmail.com
Mission Champion: Scott Ownbey - scottownbey@yahoo.com

COVID-19 , A NEW SCHOOL, AND FIRST PLACE
Hello from South Korea! As the world bunkers down in Covid lock down, we
are fortunate enough to have quite a bit of freedom to go out. South Korea
was the 2nd nation to have Coronavirus outbreaks, and thankfully, the government here was very quick to act. We were shut in our homes for about 2
weeks. But after that, with excessive hand-washing and mandatory masks,
things are mostly back to normal.
In missions, our overall main goal is to see the influence of Jesus in every
area of society. Our whole team is about 25 people. And the team I directly
work on is 5 people. Our small team of 5 is mainly focused on education, arts and entertainment.
Our main ministry now is to impact education. Korea is one of the most educated societies in the world. But the idea
of education here is one of stress, pressure and anxiety with a high focus on test scores. Sadly, South Korea has
some of the highest suicide rates among teenagers in the world. The pressure to succeed is unbearable. Children
often have a 16 hour day consisting school and after school study programs. Many kids finally return home near
midnight.
The Korean education system is a dark and joyless place. So we’re here to shine Jesus’ light. We want to bring
higher standard to education. We also want to take in the kids that don't fit well in at the average school. So at the
moment, we're a small school of 12 students, with a few more signed up for next semester. Our goal is for these kids
learn about who God is and who they are in Christ. Along with all the normal subjects we also teach about hearing
God's voice, identity, and that they are meant to be an influencer to bring about God's kingdom to the areas of
society. Not that we want to force Jesus on the world, but instead to let the world see the goodness of God and that
through knowing of His goodness, people will be drawn to Him. And that we are meant to be, as Jesus said, a light
on a hill that cannot be hidden.
Because of how we teach we actually have 4 kids that are not from Christian families. They had no real understanding of Jesus when they joined. But their parents recognized something different about us. Now, those kids pray
everyday and are excited about Jesus. As the kids change and improve, the parents are noticing. That opens doors
for us to share about our amazing God to the whole family.In addition to our school, we also have a couple of kids
ministries we run on the weekend. On Saturday we have about 25 kids attend choir. And on Sunday afternoons we
have about 20 kids attend a worship service.
As I mentioned above, part of the vision of our school and our team is to see the areas of society influenced by the
Kingdom of God. How do we influence the music industry, or Hollywood, or government? Well, it starts by being in
those places. Our daughter Ava recently won the Korean Cinderella International Scholarship Pageant. This is an
international pageant started in America. Girls from all over the world and from every U.S. state participate.
Internationally, girls compete in their home countries, then those who progress will go on to the finals in USA. Ava
entered a couple of months ago. She made it through 2 rounds to become a finalist. Beating out hundreds of others
here in Korea.
May 1st we attended the final round in downtown Seoul. There were 8 finalists in her age group. SHE WON 1st
PLACE!! For her part she gave a short speech and sang a Lauren Daigle song. She made quick friends with the
other contestants, and all the younger age girls were so enamored by Ava. The kids seemed to be drawn to her. And
with this natural influence, she has an immediate place to talk about Jesus with them.
So, in July, if society is open again, she'll represent Korea in the International Finals in Dallas Texas! We praise God
and just feel so thankful that He would bless our efforts to serve Him. God is opening amazing doors of opportunity
for us.
Please pray that we would be full of God’s power and boldness as we reach out to the lost. That we would hear His
voice of direction and guidance. And that we will be full of wisdom to know how to shine His light. We always
remember that in this dark and crazy world, we might be the only Jesus anyone ever sees. So we want to represent
Him well.

Jeremy
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Arise Ministries’ summer experience has always
been their featured gathering for the year, but it’s
their heart to protect moms, children, and volunteers. So this year, they’re making some
changes to respect the social distancing guidelines in our state.
“We’ll be hosting THRIVE at Home online FREE
of charge! This one-night event will feature inspirational worship music, two encouraging speakers, a little fun, and door prizes—all online.
Our event will look different this year, but we
know it will be an encouraging time together.
Plan to log on to the live stream from your home,
or gather with a small group of moms to share in
a night of friendship.”

Friday, June 19 @ 7:00-8:30 PM, CST
Streaming on Facebook

6:30 pm
913 1st Ave NW

Sisters it’s that time again! A special night with two beautiful
women who will share their story, their perseverance, and how
they continue to walk in Faith through it all. @ Equip Life Church
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Prayer Chain
Lenny Frank
580-465-7515 frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com
Wadell & Sheila Altom
580-223-7272

Celebrate Recovery
Stephen Ministry
Surrendering the Secret
Prayer Groups
Small Groups
Bible Studies

Tell your story to a Stephen Minister.
Please call Louise Daniels at 580-465-5958
or the church office at 580-223-5390.

What Legacy will you leave?
A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make. With the help of your attorney or financial advisor, you can include
language in your Will or Trust specifying a gift to be made to the First United Methodist Church Endowment Fund
as part of your estate plan.
A bequest can be made in several ways: Gift of a percentage of your estate; Gift of a specific asset; Gift of the
residue of your estate; Bequest of an IRA; Bequest of Insurance Policy. Please contact Renny Collins or Pastor
David Daniel with any questions.

