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Church Events
August 5
Family Swim Party
6:30-8:00pm
Ardmore Community Water Park
August 9
Confirmation Service
5:00pm
Sanctuary
August 11
Trustees
4:30pm
Room 205
August 16
Confirmation Sunday
August 16
6th Grade Parents Meeting
10:00am
Youth Room
August 18
Finance
12:00pm
Room 205
&
Admin. Church Council
6:00pm
Fellowship Hall

Patman Mission Week was an amazing success! Thanks to the incredible
hard work and generous giving through Faith Promise, our church was able
to bless two families, in ways that are beyond what words can sum up. I
want to extend a huge thank you to Rev. Dan and Cheryl Patman for setting
the bar so high, leaving a legacy of missions, and being the hands and feet
of Jesus. It is such an honor to work and serve under this moniker and
honor these two great disciples this way.
Next, I would like to thank our behind-the-scenes volunteers. You helped
feed and prepare us for the work at hand. We owe you many thanks; we
appreciated every piece of food, snack and drop of water you provided.
Last, I would like to thank the missioners, who worked long days and even
some extra, to help us get the job completed. You were true ambassadors
for the Lord and I know the name of Jesus was lifted high.
Church, you should be so proud. I told you that words do not do this justice,
so now I will be quiet and let pictures share the rest. May the Lord bless you
and keep you.
Pastor John

Continued to Following Pages

THANK YOU
I am so grateful and actually humbled with FUMC Ardmore’s holding the
Patman Mission Week on July 20-23, 2020. I served as your mission pastor
from 1990 through 2016. During those years I saw our mission commitment
grow beyond anything I could have imagined. Our congregation continues
to find new ways to make a Christian difference in the lives of others. During
the current pandemic you chose to continue to reach out locally to two
Ardmore families by putting on siding and some paint on their homes and
one garage. I could not be happier to have my name associated with such
an endeavor. Thank you, fellow volunteers in mission. And, thank you
Ardmore First.
Rev. Dan Patman

First United Methodist Church | 501 W Main, Ardmore, OK 73401 | 580-223-5390 | fumcardmore.com

Page 2

The Calling

July 31, 2020

Page 3

The Calling

July 31, 2020

Page 4

The Calling

July 31, 2020

Page 5

The Calling

July 31, 2020

Page 6

The Calling

July 31, 2020

Page 7

The Calling

GLOBAL OUTREACH PARTNER UPDATE
God is doing new things in our midst even when we
are practicing “social distancing”. The international
ministry has been blessed by our partnership with the
new faith community of Charis Alive ministry at the
United Methodist Church of the Servant in Oklahoma
City. In addition to worship, Bible studies and small
groups, Zoom has also enabled us to grow our weekly
ESL classes and to connect with even more international students than before.
Over 100 different students (children included) are
involved in our ESL program and bible study this summer. With combined efforts and shared resources for
outreach and evangelism, the Lord has multiplied our
ministry and we are able to provide the ESL classes
not only for the international students in Norman, but
also for some students in Moore and Oklahoma City.
Due to the increased number of the students, our ESL
program has grown into 2 classes of different levels
with average attendance of 55 people on a weekly
basis. Also, our alumni in the states and in China are
able to join our worship, bible study and ESL classes
on Zoom.
Thank you for your generous support and partnership
with us in making disciples of Jesus on OU’s campus
for the transformation of the world. God is working
good in our midst and the best is yet to come!
- Rev. Fuxia Wang

July 31, 2020

BRIGHT BEGINNINGS
Our new program, Bright Beginnings
at FUMC Preschool, is scheduled to
start August 19th. We will be serving
infants through 4-year-olds, five days
a week. We have over 120 children
enrolled and close to 30 staff
members! We are so excited to see
where the Lord leads us this school year!
Due to the uncertain times with COVID-19, we are looking
for individuals who are willing to be on our substitute list.
Please contact Emily at emily@fumcardmore.com or
(580)223-3672, if you would be interested in being a
substitute.

Report from Finance Committee
Through the Month of May
Budgeted
All Giving Received:
$621,517.40
Expenses:
$621,517.50
% of Apportionments paid: 41.7%

Actual
$582,726.96
$584,874.28
41.7%

Although we ended the month of May with a small deficit of
$2,147.32, through draws on our PPP loan we showed a
surplus of $100,614.48. This money will assist us in
sustaining our ministries coming out of the crisis and
continuing through the end of the year. All of our bills and
apportionments were paid. We sincerely appreciate the
generosity support of the congregation and those who
gave and continue to give in support of the ministries of the
Church.

CCDC CHURCH SERVICES
Jail Ministry News
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again. The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” John 3:3, 8
In 2016, the Holy Spirit began a ministry that taught me the sovereignty of God in salvation does not exclude those
in jail or prison. He put it on my heart that He has an army behind those steel doors. I was to go in and by the power
of His Spirit through His Holy Word, share the truth of their identity in Christ, that they may answer His call to arms.
The Holy Spirit does not choose to whom He gives life and sight. He is directed by and obedient to the will of God. If
godly behavior was the mark of spiritual awakening, we might all appear to be blind. It is right to acknowledge
salvation is a gift, but wrong to assume the incarcerated have not yet received it. In John 3, Jesus is reminding us
it’s God’s will not one should perish. So in His great grace, He does for us what we cannot do for ourselves; awaken
our spiritual awareness. “All who become aware of being awakened spiritually were already awakened some time
before by the Spirit.” John Piper. There will always be those who claim to see, but remain spiritually blind. As for
those awakened “some time before”, jail should be the place they develop the “ear to hear” the call to repent. When
you drive by our county jail, please pray for the men and women struggling with an awakening not fully understood.
Pray the Holy Spirit will guide them through the lessons we leave each week. Pray our community will be the
benefactor of the good work the Father has begun. Every Spiritual Blessing, Kim Hunt
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COLORS IN BLOOM
Have you noticed the gorgeous arrangements in our various flower beds on campus,
especially the new ones at our East entrance? Shelly Aljoe graciously volunteers to be our
horticulturist. She replaces plants each season and always provides a great variety. We
appreciate the care and attention that she gives our campus. Thank you, Shelly!

SYMPATHY
Our thoughts and prayers are with Jane May, with the
passing of her husband, Raymond May, on March 24. His
services were March 28, with Rev. David Daniel officiating.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Harold
Holden, with his passing on June 16. His services were June
20 in our Sanctuary.

Christian Joy - Air Force (Fairchild AFB)
Jerry Bright - Navy (Little Creek, VA)
Seth Haynes - Air Force (Deployed)
Paxton Killblane - Army (Fort Bragg, NC)
Wesley Patzkowsky - Army (Deployed)
Tyler Black - Army (Iraq)
Julie Miller - Air Force (Little Rock AFB)
Silas Howell - Army (Fort Carson, CO)
Daylon Tilghman - National Guard (Mexico Border)
Jonathon (JD) Frank - Army (Africa)
Major Ben Winston - Air Force (Ramstein AFB)
Lt. Col. Thomas Hutton - Air Force
Erik Marshburn - Navy
Todd Marshburn - Army
Michael Marshburn - Air Force
Joshua Tolbert - Army (Ft. Knox, KY)
Jeremy Simpson - Navy

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jake Falvey and family,
with the passing of his wife, Jill Falvey, on June 14. Her
memorial service will be in August in our Sanctuary.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Betty Carroll,
with her passing on June 11th. Her services were June
15th.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Joann
Keithley, with her passing on July 8. Services are pending at
this time.

MEMORIAL
In memory of David James Tolbert, contributions have been
received from Joshua Tolbert, Mark & Katy Ehlo, Darrell &
Bonnie Cates, and an anonymous donor for Celebrate
Recovery.
In memory of Nancy Schmedt, a contribution has been
received from Carol Rose for the Food Resource Center and
Cude Clothes Closet.
In memory of Bobbie Varnadore, a contribution has been
received from Mark & Katy Ehlo for the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Harold Holden, contributions have been
received from Lorenzo & Becky Collins and Helen Thompson
for the Wednesday Sack Lunch Ministry, and from J. Eugene
& Martha Ann Hill and Warren Martin for the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Betty Carroll, a contribution has been received
from Helen Thompson for the Cude Clothes Closet.

Page 9

The Calling

July 31, 2020

July 20, 2020
“The more deeply we grow into the psalms and the more often we
pray them as our own, the more simple and rich will our prayer
become.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Welcome to Week 22 of Praying through the Psalms. We made it!
For the last 150 days, we have been reading a Psalm per day and praying with a particular focus. When we
announced this emphasis, it was to prepare our hearts and minds for General, Annual and Jurisdictional
Conferences. When we assigned the prayer focus for each day, we included all of our camps and various ministries
including districts, delegates to the General and Jurisdictional Conferences and our many ministry partners.

Within two weeks of our invitation on Ash Wednesday, the world shifted dramatically and we soon found out that
General and Jurisdictional Conferences would not be held until fall 2021. The Conference Executive Team made the
decision to continue with the focus on praying the Psalms and announcing those each Monday. Of course, we had to
change the schedule as events were canceled and the world’s need became more evident.
What a journey it has been. More than 25,000 of our friends and neighbors have been impacted by this unrelenting
virus. Churches have been closed and partially reopened. Schools are now making the difficult decisions regarding
beginning again in the fall. Nothing has been easy and every decision is tempered with care and concern for our
neighbor.
Through it all, we have journeyed through the hymnbook of the church. We began with these words, “Happy are
those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; but
their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night."
This week, we will end our focus on the Psalms with these, “Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise
the LORD!” What that praise looks in each of our lives is as diverse as the translations of scripture we have used to
read these Psalms.
Our call is for us to continue to pray for our church and world. Let us hold fast to Paul’s words to the Romans in the
twelfth chapter which are subtitled Marks of the True Christian, “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to
what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs
of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.”
As we move closer to General Conference 2021, we will announce a new prayer focus. Until then, please feel free to
reach out to the General Conference Operations Team (gcoperations@okumc.org) if you have particular needs or
questions you would like answered.
Until we meet again, may God grant us peace,
Rev. Derrek Belase, director of Connectional Ministry

If you wish to contact the delegation
via email the address is
okgc2020@googlegroups.com
Sign up for these weekly devotion
emails or find them on the
OKUMC website.
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August 14, 2020
12:00 - 6:00 PM
Walmart

July 31, 2020

Page 11

The Calling

July 31, 2020

A+ Restaurant Initiative
The Initiative at a Glance
1. Restaurants that choose to participate in the program will complete a checklist of operational
assurances as outlined in the restaurant reopening guidelines and participate in a required free
online training session provided by the Carter/Love County Health Department.
2. Restaurants that successfully complete the checklist and sign a commitment to their employees
and customers will earn the endorsement of the program which can be displayed at the business.
The Ardmore Chamber of Commerce in consultation with Carter/Love County Health Department will oversee this consumer-driven program by providing patrons with the opportunity to share their experience, both
positive and negative, through a short online survey. This form will be used to provide feedback if a
restaurant not honoring its commitment or to let us know how well they are doing.
The Commitment
Restaurants must agree to the following priorities to protect their employees and customers and demonstrate
leadership in safe sanitation practices with all employees on every shift.
Complete the ServSafe Reopening Guidance: COVID:19 Precautions
This 13-minute webinar course is available for free on the ServSafe website and a Certificate of completion is
available at the end of the course.
The ServeSafe Take-Out and the ServSafe Delivery training videos are optional but highly encouraged if they are
applicable to your operation.
Adhere to the minimum standards of the CDC's Considerations for Restaurants and Bars
Restaurants and bars may consider implementing several strategies to encourage behaviors that reduce the spread
of COVID-19 among employees and customers.
 Staying Home When Appropriate - Actively encourage employees who are sick or have recently had close







contact with a person with COVID-19 to stay home.
Cloth Face Coverings - Require the use of cloth face coverings among all staff, as feasible. Face coverings are
most essential in times when physical distancing is difficult. Information should be provided to staff on proper
use, removal, and washing of cloth face coverings
Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette - Require frequent employee handwashing (e.g. before, during, and
after preparing food; after touching garbage) with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and increase monitoring to ensure adherence.
Adequate Supplies - Ensure adequate supply of soap, hand sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol, paper
towels, tissues, disinfectant wipes, cloth face coverings, and no-touch/foot pedal trash cans.
Signs and Messages - Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g. at entrances, in restrooms) that promote
everyday protective measures and describes how to stop the spread of germs such as by properly washing
hands and properly wearing a cloth face covering.
Find free CDC print resources at the bar and restaurant page and the Chamber of Commerce websites.
Cleaning and Disinfection - Clean and disinfect frequently touch surfaces (e.g. door handles, cash
registers, workstations, sink handles, bathroom stalls) at least daily, or as much as possible and as
required by food safety requirements. Clean shared objects (e.g. payment terminals, tables, counter
tops/bars, receipt trays, condiment holders) between each use.

Restaurant Application
Restaurants may voluntarily choose to participate in the A+ Restaurant Initiative by committing to key clean and
safety guidelines of operational assurances as outlined in the restaurant reopening guidelines and participate in
required free online education.
To participate in the program please complete the application which can be found online.
Patron Survey
Thank you in advance for providing valuable feedback. Monitoring the restaurant performance will enhance the
program and provide necessary tools for owners, managers, and employees to serve you, our guests, safely.
Please complete the form which can be found online.
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Prayer Chain
Lenny Frank
580-465-7515 frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com
Wadell & Sheila Altom
580-223-7272

Celebrate Recovery
Stephen Ministry
Surrendering the Secret
Prayer Groups
Small Groups
Bible Studies

Tell your story to a
Stephen Minister.
Please call
Louise Daniels at
580-465-5958
or
the church office at
580-223-5390.

What Legacy will you leave?
A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make. With the help of your attorney or financial advisor, you can include
language in your Will or Trust specifying a gift to be made to the First United Methodist Church Endowment Fund
as part of your estate plan.
A bequest can be made in several ways: Gift of a percentage of your estate; Gift of a specific asset; Gift of the
residue of your estate; Bequest of an IRA; Bequest of Insurance Policy. Please contact Renny Collins or Pastor
David Daniel with any questions.

