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Church Events
October 4
World Communion Sunday
&
Youth Fellowship Night
5:00pm
Colvert Ministry Center
October 6
SPRC
5:00pm
Colvert Ministry Center
October 13
Trustees
4:30pm
Room 205
October 16-18
Youth Fall Retreat
Oakridge Camp
October 20
Finance Committee
12:00pm
Room 205
&
Church Admin. Council
6:00pm
Sanctuary

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 NIV
Early on in my pastoral ministry, I began to feel uneasy about how people in
the congregation, I was serving, would be cared for after they had
experienced the loss of a spouse, a change in jobs, moving into retirement,
or becoming an empty nester. As a generalist for our congregation, the
continued expectation of preparing for worship, pastoral care, and administering the church is a daily expectation for a United Methodist pastor. Yet,
when we continue to do what is expected on a weekly basis, the person
who has experienced loss is left trying to pick up the pieces of their life.

It doesn’t mean your pastor(s) does not care and does not want to see healing and peace take place in your lives. We do. That’s part of what we try to
convey week after week in our worship services. Yet, there aren’t too many
people who don’t need, at one time or another, someone to come along
side of them on a weekly basis. Someone to walk with them through their
grief or struggle they are facing, sometimes for the first time.
The Stephen Ministry here at the First United Methodist Church, has been
addressing the needs of our congregation and this community in such
powerful ways for a long time. Countless lives have been blessed and
affected by the presence and ministry of our Stephen Ministry Leaders and
our Stephen Minister’s over the years. In all three congregations that I have
served, the Stephen Ministry has worked with me to provide incredible care
for the congregation. You see, this ministry is an extension of pastoral care.
Each Stephen Minister experiences 50 hours of training to prepare her or
him for the work that they will do in a multitude of situations.
Our Stephen Ministry has come to a place where we need new Stephen
Ministry Leaders and new Stephen Ministry Ministers. This ministry is an
effective means for expressing the love and peace of Jesus Christ to a
person who needs to be reminded that they are loved, forgiven, and not
alone. I’ll never forget, on a Sunday morning at Heritage United Methodist
Church, when Sherri Brokeshoulder stood in front of the congregation and
shared with us how a Stephen Minister had walked with her after her
mother’s passing. It spoke volumes to our congregation that day about the
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Continuation from Page 1...
work that Stephen Ministry Leaders and Ministers do for
the local church and community.
Here is what we need you to do:
 Prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen Ministry
Leader or becoming a Stephen Minister.
 Please contact us with any questions: Pastor David
Daniel, Louise Daniels or Katy Ehlo.
 Please add the Stephen Ministry to your prayer list.
This is a ministry that we need to continue to be active
and growing for our congregation and community.
God bless you,
Pastor David L. Daniel
P.S. Did you know our Stephen Ministry, since 2008-2009,
has sent out 450 sets of grief books to people in our
church and community to families and individuals who
have experienced the passing of a loved one or a close
friend? These grief books were written by Kenneth Hauck,
the man who designed the Stephen Ministry.

October 2, 2020

AN ANONYMOUS CARE RECEIVER
“During the early stages of my divorce process, I
was asked by a FUMC staff person if I would like to
have a Stephen Minister. I had never heard of
Stephen Ministry, so they gracefully explained why
they thought I could benefit from having someone
walk alongside me during the process. The process
had not been stressful at that point, but I agreed to
request one. Only God knew what was ahead for me
and I would soon need the prayers and encouragement from a Stephen Minister.
My Stephen Minister met with me weekly and was
with me every step of the way, continuing after the
process until I was healed emotionally and spiritually. She listened with genuine concern and loved me
as a close friend. I knew I had someone who would
pray with me in the trenches and rejoice with me
during victories. She was and is a constant reminder
that I am not alone. I am forever grateful for my
Stephen Minister.”

2 CORINTHIANS 1:4

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, 4who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we
ourselves have received from God. 5For just as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so also through Christ our
comfort overflows.…
I had a pleasant surprise recently, when I came across the confidential application that I submitted to FUMC’s
Stephen Ministry on August 10, 2010 (the first step in becoming a Stephen Minister). I’d like to share a couple of
those questions and my responses. My hope is that something I share will cause you to consider training and serving
as a Stephen Minister.
*Describe why you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister.
I’ve learned God’s faithfulness through some challenging life experiences. In each of those experiences, I was
ministered to by Christians acting upon 2 Corinthians 1:4. (See above.)
*In what ways do you think you would benefit personally from your training and service as a Stephen Minister?
I’m sure that I’ll be given information I’ve never had before, as well as having previously known information
refreshed. I’ll use that information to meet the challenges I face in my life. I have been asking God to use me in my
church, to show me where to serve; for in giving, we receive. Stephen Ministry keeps coming to mind. I wanted to
learn how to encourage others to rely upon God’s faithfulness. What I had read about Stephen Ministry and learned
from talking with Pam Plesher, who was at that time a Stephen Leader, led me to believe that I would receive the
training to know how to do that.
The Stephen Series’ extensive training system uses interesting and well organized materials that helped me develop
the confidence necessary to step into another woman’s life, to listen and offer her God’s hope in a one-on-one,
confidential caring relationship. It taught very well the role of caregiver and the importance of trusting and recognizing God as the cure giver. I have been honored to serve as a Stephen Minister to 4 women during my 9 years in this
ministry. As I suspected that I would, I have received far more than I have given. If you would like more information
about Stephen Ministry, please contact the church office, 223-5390.
Katy Ehlo,
Stephen Leader/Stephen Minister
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CURRENT STEPHEN MINISTERS
Renny Collins
Shawna Carnahan
Sharon Gauthier
Diane Kalister
Cheryl Patman

STEPHEN LEADERS
Louise Daniels
Katy Ehlo

October 2, 2020

FALL FAMILY NIGHT
We hope your family will join us for our FUMC Family
Night at the Brown Ranch Hay Maze on Wednesday,
October 28th from 5:30-8:30pm. Admission is free for all of
our nursery, children, youth and Bright Beginnings families
here at FUMC Ardmore. With admission you will receive a
hotdog, chips, water, s'mores, unlimited hay maze entry
and all the ranch activities. This is an FUMC Ardmore family event all children must be accompanied by an adult. For
more information about the Brown Ranch Hay Maze
visit: brownranchhaymaze.com.

If you would like to become a Stephen Minister or
would like to be a care receiver, please contact
Louise Daniels or the church office.

PRAYERS
Kim Coble
Louise Daniels
Bob Pfau
Susan Mertes

Barry & Vicki Ross
Dave & Pam Plesher
Georgia Beth Hughes
Linda Humphrey

UPDATE ON THE #MATCHIT CAMPAIGN
Please accept, from the Finance Team, our whole-hearted
expression of gratitude for the congregation's generosity in
paying off the building debt. We ask you to prayerfully join
us in discerning, "What's Next?"

Report from Finance Committee
Through the Month of August
Christian Joy - Air Force (Fairchild AFB)
Jerry Bright - Navy (Little Creek, VA)
Seth Haynes - Air Force (Deployed)
Paxton Killblane - Army (Fort Bragg, NC)
Wesley Patzkowsky - Army (Deployed)
Tyler Black - Army (Iraq)
Julie Miller - Air Force (Little Rock AFB)
Silas Howell - Army (Fort Carson, CO)
Daylon Tilghman - National Guard (Mexico Border)
Jonathon (JD) Frank - Army (Africa)
Major Ben Winston - Air Force (Ramstein AFB)
Lt. Col. Thomas Hutton - Air Force
Erik Marshburn - Navy
Todd Marshburn - Army
Michael Marshburn - Air Force
Joshua Tolbert - Army (Ft. Knox, KY)
Jeremy Simpson - Navy

All Giving Received:
Expenses:
% of Apportionments
paid:

Budgeted

Actual

$994,427.84
$994,428.00

$905,851.05
$960,378.60

66.7%

66.7%

Although we ended the month of August with a year to
date deficit of $54,527.55, through draws on our PPP loan
we showed a surplus of $101,997.22. This money will
assist us in sustaining our ministries coming out of the
crisis and continuing through the end of the year. All of our
bills and apportionments were paid. We sincerely appreciate the generosity support of the congregation and those
who gave and continue to give in support of the ministries
of the Church.
.
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Calling
DavidThe
Daniel,
Senior Pastor
John Hollon, Associate Pastor

501 W Main
Ardmore, OK 73401

Sunday Services
9:00 am Traditional
10:00 am Sunday School
11:05 am EPIC

Call or email us: (580) 223-5390 | info@fumcardmore.com

October
2, 2020
Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Ardmore, OK
Permit No. 183

Televised at 11:00am on Sparklight, Channel 56, Broadcast at 9:00am on KVSO 1240 AM and 107.5 FM

www.fumcardmore.com

Prayer Chain
Lenny Frank
580-465-7515 frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com
Wadell & Sheila Altom
580-223-7272

Celebrate Recovery
Stephen Ministry
Surrendering the Secret
Prayer Groups
Small Groups
Bible Studies

Tell your story to a Stephen Minister. Please call Louise Daniels at 580-465-5958 or the church office.

What Legacy will you leave?
A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make. With the help of your attorney or financial advisor, you can include
language in your Will or Trust specifying a gift to be made to the First United Methodist Church Endowment Fund
as part of your estate plan.
A bequest can be made in several ways: Gift of a percentage of your estate; Gift of a specific asset; Gift of the
residue of your estate; Bequest of an IRA; Bequest of Insurance Policy. Please contact Renny Collins or Pastor
David Daniel with any questions.

