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SEMI-MONTHLY NEW SLETTER OF ARDMORE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Church Events
January 18
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Offices Closed
January 19
Finance Meeting
12 p.m.
Ad Council Meeting
6 p.m.

January 21
Emmaus Board Meeting
6 p.m.
January 24
Faith Promise Sunday
January 27
United Way Board Mtg
4 p.m.
February 7
Communion Sunday

February 14
Valentine’s Day

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 1st Peter 5:7
NIV
I’m reminded quite often that our view of God so colors our faith or
lack of faith. Even when we know that God is just, merciful, loving,
and faithful, we as mortals struggle trying to make sense of all that we
are going through as followers of Jesus Christ. It’s hard to understand
with all the different challenges that we as a nation and as a world
have faced since the coronavirus came on the scene in early 2020.
John 16:33 I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world.”
So a couple of things we need to think through in regards to all that
we are experiencing in our world and nation today: First, our Lord and
Savior told us that we would experience trouble in this world. I think
we can all agree with that statement. Even if we weren’t in the middle
of a world-wide pandemic, we have in our past and probably will experience trouble in our future. So if that’s the case, how should we respond as followers of Jesus Christ?
This morning I was on a zoom call with our Lake Country District
Pastors. One of my favorite Pastors and mentors is Pastor Don Venable. I met Pastor Don and his wife Pat when I was in Ada. He shared
with a group of us that we can make the choice to draw closer to the
Lord or allow the trouble/challenges to dictate our lives and ministries.
What is your choice today? Let me share a few things that maybe we
can each be doing in our spiritual lives during this time in our lives:
A.) Set aside an hour or two to read the Bible, pray and become
more filled with the Holy Spirit. As we approach Ash Wednesday and the start of the Lenten season it would be good to think
about adding or observing a spiritual discipline to our daily
walk with Christ Jesus.
B.) Repent. Repent is the act of turning away from sin, things in
our lives that we know do not honor or bring glory to the Lord.
Would your family, friends, or classmates know that you are
follower of Jesus Christ by how you talk,
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think or act? Repentance can bring about
Jail Ministry News
God’s peace in your heart and mind and life.
Mrs. Kim, you and your church have
C.) What are you anxious about today? My invinever lied to me or given up on me.
tation for you and me is that we would make
Thank you for showing me uncondia list of our anxieties and literally commit
them to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is when tional love. - KW
we take God at His word and trust him.
Again, I want to thank you for your prayers, your
ministries, and your financial support for the First
United Methodist Church of Ardmore, Oklahoma.
God bless you!

Jesus is Lord,
Pastor David L. Daniel

Cude Clothes
Closet

Just last week, I received this note from a young
woman we have ministered to for over 5 years.
Now several months into rehab, she has learned
to look back at her life and not get lost in the
pain. In these 5 years, you have provided clothing, furniture, food, and shelter. Many times
over the years, she has thanked us for what we
have done for her and the things we have given
her. All of these “things” were paid for by your
generous gifts to Jail Ministry. I wanted to take
this moment to share the return on your investment. As Jail Ministry moves into 2021, your
mission gifts make it possible to continue to
minister the honesty, patience, and unconditional
love of Jesus Christ to women and men who so
desperately need it. Thank you for your support!
Kim Hunt

Ryan Woerz organized a "pop-up"
clothes and winter coat drive. What a
great pre-Christmas surprise! We received a pickup truck load to sort and
share. The Clothes Closet sent a dozen
heavy jackets to the Grace Center to help
people over the Christmas holiday. We
also received Yoga mats from the
YMCA. Mats are very useful for kids
without a bed and homeless adults.
During November and December we had
319 visitors and recycled approx. 2000
“counted” clothing items e.g. shirts,
pants, coats, dresses. When folks thank
us for the clothing, we reply the thanks
belongs to Jesus.

Did you Know?
You can designate a portion of every purchase on Amazon to support the charity of
your choice.
Go to smile.amazon.com and you will find
First United Methodist Church Ardmore as a
charity. Thank you for considering our ministries as you give this year from every purchase.
For more information about our
weekly calendar and upcoming
events at FUMC, please scan the
code or visit our website:
fumcardmore.com.
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Thank You
Christian Joy - Air Force (Fairchild AFB)
Jerry Bright - Navy (Little Creek, VA)
Seth Haynes - Air Force (Deployed)
Paxton Killblane - Army (Fort Bragg, NC)
Wesley Patzkowsky - Army (Deployed)
Tyler Black - Army (Fort Hood)
Julie Miller - Air Force (Little Rock AFB)
Silas Howell - Army (Fort Carson, CO)
Daylon Tilghman - National Guard (Mexico Border)
Jonathon (JD) Frank - Army (Africa)
Major Ben Winston - Air Force (Ramstein AFB)
Lt. Col. Thomas Hutton - Air Force
Erik Marshburn - Navy
Todd Marshburn - Army
Michael Marshburn - Air Force
Joshua Tolbert - Army (Ft. Knox, KY)
Jeremy Simpson - Navy

We are so thankful to several individual donors and the memorial fund that allowed us
the opportunity to renovate the elementary
children’s space in the Fellowship Hall. This
space is utilized for our kindergarten-5th grade
children on Sunday morning and Wednesday
nights. As you can see, we have made a lot of
wonderful updates. We added some new fun
colorful tables and updated the wall artwork.
We also purchased a new basketball shoot,
foosball table, a four-person air hockey table
and two of the popular Nintendo switch
games. We can’t wait for your elementary
children to enjoy this space designed with
them specifically in mind. - Miss Katie

If you have a loved one serving in the Armed Forces, please contact
the church office. We want to be in prayer for each person in service

Care Ministry Update
The care ministry is very blessed with volunteers who want to show their love and care
for those who might be stuck at home or in assisted living or nursing homes. In November
our Hospitality Director, Sherry Healy, coordinated a team of volunteers to put together and
deliver care bags for all of our home bound members. At Christmas, Carolyn Graysnek, Care
Ministry co-director, put together Christmas sacks to also be delivered to home bound members. They even included a beautiful poinsettia! Maria’s Garden donated a great smelling sachet to include in every bag. Thank you to all the volunteers who stuffed and delivered these
care packages. Peggy Kahle made beautiful handmade Christmas cards to attach to each sack.
Georgia Beth Hughes and Lockie Moxley sent Christmas cards to every homebound member. During the last few months over 100 cards expressing care and concern were sent out by
care ministry volunteers. Thank you for everyone who helps in this ministry! Just so you
know, we received several cards expressing how much this ministry’s work is appreciated in
our current environment.
If you’d ever like to play a part, please contact Shelly Aljoe at 580-222-5177

Page 4

The Calling

BRIGHT BEGINNINGS NEWS

Our first Jolly Jog event was a HUGE success,
raising $19,838! We are incredibly thankful for the
donations of the congregation, our corporate sponsors and individual sponsors. This event was like a
jog-a-thon, children sought individual sponsors to
sponsor them for their jog. In the CMC we had a
running course decorated with all types of festive
holiday decorations. Children came and ran, and
ran, and ran some more! They received bracelets for each lap that they completed. They also had
the opportunity to get their pictures taken with
Santa and have a cookie while they were there. The
money raised is used to buy equipment and supplies for our classrooms and to fund special events
we do throughout the year. We are so grateful for
the support of the FUMC congregation for this
event! - Emily Hollon
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DISCOVERY 2021

Thank you to everyone that helped make Discovery possible this year! We
are so thankful for all of our adult leaders, college leaders and high school
leaders that served our junior high youth throughout the weekend. We truly
saw God move in a powerful way through our youth department and we
can’t wait to see all He will continue to do as we put on the armor of God.
- Issac Barnes and Schuyler Henderson

Youth Ministry

SAVE
THE DATE!

Disciple Camp: June 3-6th
(entering 6th grade -entering 8th)


Youth Force: June 20 –25th
(entering 7th grade-graduated senior)


Dayspring Camp: July 12-16th
(entering 9th grade-graduated senior)




Children’s Ministry
Vacation Bible School: June 7-10th
(4 yrs old by 9/1/21-entering 5th)
Declare Camp: July 23 –25th
(entering 1st grade-entering 5th)
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Children’s Ministry Sunday Morning Update:
In the children’s ministry department, we want to make sure to reach all of our children kindergarten
-5th grade at least one time each week. Therefore, beginning on Sunday, January 17th we will now
offer children’s church for kindergarten - 5th grade children during the whole church hour. Please
refer to the table below for times and details. **There is no children’s church on the first Sunday of
each month due to communion Sunday. - Katie Woerz, Children’s Ministry Director
Kindergarten-5th
Grade

Traditional Service
9-10 AM

Sunday School
10-11 AM

Epic Service
11 AM-12 PM

Children’s
Department

Check-In:
8:45-9:15

Check-In:
9:45-10:15

Check-In:
10:45-11:15

Traditional Church
Children’s Church

Children’s
Sunday School

Epic Service
Children’s Church

Kids participate in wor- Kids participate in a whole Kids participate in worLocated on the bottom
group lesson learning
ship and a weekly Bible
ship and a weekly Bible
level south side of the
main building downstairs story lesson. Kids are then more about the Bible by story lesson. Kids are then
using navigation skills.
split into grade groups for
from the Welcome Center split into grade groups for
reflection activities.
reflection activities.
in the “Fellowship Hall.”

January 18-24

GLOBAL IMPACT CELEBRATION
Join us in celebrating our
mission work locally and
around the world! Look
out for emails, Facebook
posts and texts all week to
highlight the impact your
Faith Promise gifts have
on so many lives for the
Kingdom.
Mike & Sharol Shutts have served with Mission
Aviation Fellowship in Africa for 25 years.
Don’t miss their visit on Sunday, January 24th
as we hear testimony of their great work.
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SYMPATHY
Our condolences to Dr. Jerry and Jo Cross at the passing of Jetty’s father Harold Cross on November 11. Services were held on Saturday November 14, 2020 in Wapello, IA.
Our condolences to Tina Pyles and her family with the passing of Tina’s Mother, Donna Webb on November
29.
Our condolences to Donna Cox at the passing of her husband, Bill Cox. His service was on January 12th.

MEMORIALS/HONORS
In memory of Gail Beck, a contribution has been received from Carolyn Lemmon for the Jail Ministry.
In memory of Anna Grissom, a contribution has been received from Syble Roring for the Memorial Fund.

In memory of Anna Grissom, a contribution has been received from Gene and Martha Ann Hill for the Memorial
Fund.
In memory of Anna Grissom, a contribution has been received from Elizabeth Bulard to the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Bernice Parkerson, a contribution has been received from Elizabeth Bulard to the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Patty Hicks, a contribution has been received from the FUMC Wesley SS Class for the Widows
Ministry.
In memory of Bobbie Miller, a contribution has been received from Danny and Sandra Alexander for the Memorial Fund.
In honor of the Cude Family & the Harrison Family, a contribution was received from James and Mary Lou Fry.

JOY
Congratulations to Calvin and Megan Beames on the baptism of their son, Evan, on December 13th.
Congratulations to the families of Kenzie Hunt and Jordan Flatt on their marriage December 5th.
Congratulations to the families of Lauren Sheehy and Victor Morales on their marriage December 12th.

PRAYERS
Kim Coble
Dave & Pam Plesher

Barry & Vicki Ross
Susan Mertes

Special Offerings
We are thankful to announce that through our
Christmas Eve offering to RIP Medical Debt, we
gave $18,000 and relieved over $2 million in medical debt! This will bless 900 families in five counties, including Carter, Love, Marshall, Murray and
Johnston.
Our gift to Gideons International totaled $1,845.
Thank you very much for your generosity.

Sack Lunch Program Update
He gives power to the weak, and to those who
have no might He increases strength. Isa. 40:29

Our Sack Lunch program is going strong! This
ministry is not growing weary. Through this, the
Lord is giving power to the weak and increasing
their strength. Our program handed out 1040 gift
certificates to Jimmy J’s from April through December, 2020. Our cost is $7.00 per lunch. We
appreciate all the contributions so our church can
continue providing a hot lunch to community
members that are less fortunate. If you or your
Sunday School class wish to support our Sack
Lunch program, simply add “Sack Lunch Program” in the memo of your check or you can
give online through our website.
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Prayer Chain
Lenny Frank
580-465-7515 frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com
Wadell & Sheila Altom
580-223-7272

READ ON YOUR DEVICE! DOWNLOAD THIS
NEWSLETTER AT WWW.FUMCARDMORE.COM

Tell your story to a Stephen Minister.
Please call
Louise Daniels at 580-465-5958
or
the church office at 580-223-5390.

What Legacy will you leave?
A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make. With the help of your attorney or financial advisor, you can include
language in your Will or Trust specifying a gift to be made to the First United Methodist Church Endowment Fund
as part of your estate plan.
A bequest can be made in several ways: Gift of a percentage of your estate; Gift of a specific asset; Gift of the
residue of your estate; Bequest of an IRA; Bequest of Insurance Policy. Please contact Renny Collins or Pastor
David Daniel with any questions.

