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FROM THE PASTOR
Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48 He saw the
disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Shortly before dawn he went out to
them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the
lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 because they all saw him and were terrified.
Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 51 Then he climbed
into the boat with them, and the wind died down.
Mark 6:45-51 NIV
I’ve never grown tired of looking at the Sea of Galilee when I am blessed to be able to visit Israel. There
is something about that lake that speaks into the depths of my soul and life. It reminds me of the
countless stories that I was taught in a Sunday school, during youth group or in church that related to
Jesus and the Sea of Galilee. I’ve seen the lake just like glass and I’ve seen it with tremendous swells
and storms. There is nothing like taking a group out on the Sea of Galilee as they stop the boat, and
you have message and then receive Holy Communion.
CONTINUED...
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Continued...

It is my pleasure to share with you that I am going to lead a
trip to Israel next year. The date that has been set is
February 20th through March the 4th. I’m currently
working on the cost for the trip and working out all the
details. The organization that I’ll be working with this
time is a first time for me. Yet, other United Methodist
ministers have used “On Eagles Wings” such as Rev. Robert
Gorrell, Dr. Tom Harrison and Dr. Norman Neaves. They
have all given testimony that this is a great organization to
use for our Holy land trip. The times we live in are
challenging no doubt, but I’m believing that we need to
continue to pray, plan, and prepare for a non-covid time
again. A pilgrimage to the Holy Land is my way of saying to
you, that we are praying, planning and preparing to follow
the Lord in the power of the Holy Spirit like never before
at the First United Methodist Church of Ardmore,
Oklahoma. It is my hope that we will begin to have
informational meetings to talk about our itinerary and
begin to study the places we will be visiting.
Members of our congregation have already asked me to put their names on our Holy Land Pilgrimage for
2022. Please prayerfully consider putting your name on that list as well. Your faith will be enhanced,
encouraged, and blessed beyond measure! Come join me for a trip of a life time!!!!!
Jesus is Lord,
Pastor David Daniel

Join Us

Introducing
THE

Ash Wednesday
Services
February 17th
NOON
McClure Chapel
6:00 P.M.
Sanctuary

LENTEN

SEASON

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on
Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the
Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means "spring." The season is a
preparation for celebrating Easter. Historically, Lent began as a
period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and then
became a time for penance by all Christians. The First Sunday
describes Jesus' temptation by Satan; and the Sixth Sunday
(Passion/Palm Sunday), Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem and
his subsequent passion and death. Because Sundays are always little
Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful
expectation of the Resurrection.
(United Methodist Book of Worship, pg.320, 1992)

THE CROSS ROAD

COVER TO
COVER
BY GINGER DANIEL

I still remember the feeling of
empathy and the connection I
now somehow found with a
character in a story who lived
centuries before me.
I'd heard the details many times
over the years. The coat of many
colors. The dream. The brothers.
I probably colored that coat on a
handout in the small Sunday
School classroom at Westminster
Presbyterian Church of Tulsa as
a small child.

Reading the Bible from Genesis
to Revelation opened a new door
for the Spirit to touch my heart
with a story I had perhaps read
or heard many times before in
pieces.
This time I wasn't just hearing or
reading a story, but being moved
by the same Spirit that inspired
the entire Word of God.
I remember coming to Genesis
chapter 45 and being surprised
by how my heart hurt reading
verse 1. It's as though the Spirit
allowed me to feel, perhaps in
the smallest way, the anguish of
one He loved and still loves.
We never know when the Spirit
will surprise us.

This was different. It was the
first time I really connected to
the main character. It happened
the first time I decided to read
through the Bible cover to cover
in one year.

He longs to interrupt our lives
with the goodness and glory and
holiness of God. So we open our
hearts and lives to His presence.
We put ourselves in places to
hear from Him.

For me, it happened in Genesis
with the story of Joseph.

Perhaps this is the year you will
set aside time to open the Book
of
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Our Bible reading
should not be a
marathon, but a
slow, deliberate
soaking in of its
message.
- A.W. TOZER

Life and ask the Spirit to breathe
new life into your faith as you
read the entire text. Who knows
what story will grab you?
I like what A.W. Tozer said about
it: "Our Bible reading should not
be a marathon, but a slow,
deliberate soaking in of its
message."
As we soak in the goodness and
truth of God's Word, we are
changed.
Join us on Sunday evenings at 6
p.m. on our website and Facebook
as we review our weekly readings.

Staff Family Feature

PAGE 4

Chris and Amy Hopper

Chris and Amy both serve integral roles on our ministry
team. They have two adorable boys, Hayden, 6, and Logan, 1.
Chris has been with FUMC since 2008, serving both in youth
ministry and as our worship leader. He graduated from
Ardmore High School and received a Business
Administration degree from East Central University. Chris
does so many things behind the scenes, including video
work and graphics. He is now our powerhouse full-time
worship leader for Epic.
Amy has been with FUMC since 2010 and led our Children's
Ministry for many years. She graduated from Ardmore High
School and received her Early Childhood Education degree
from the University of Oklahoma. Her new role is the Family
Ministry Director. We caught up with her and asked her
some questions about this new role:
Ginger: Tell us about your heart for this new position.
Amy: My vision is to bring cohesion between all departments within our church, including
our nursery, children and youth departments. Beyond making sure all children and youth are
cared for, I desire to see parents and adults connected to God's Word and one another
through our congregation and community.
Ginger: What are some of your immediate goals in this role?
Amy: I really want to host more intergenerational events that bring families and people of all
ages together.
I would also like to create milestones from birth to graduation for our children as they go
through discipleship at our church. This will include, of course, baptism, dedication,
confirmation and graduation, but I want to look deeper into other defining moments.
I'd like to create a timeline for when we would like to see certain benchmarks happen
throughout a child's life. This could include salvation, body awareness, social media
understanding and even conversations about apologetics.
We want to partner with parents to provide a strong foundation of faith both at church and
in the home.
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Missions Update
José and Audrey Banales are missionaries with One
Mission Society and we are honored to support them
with your Faith Promise gifts.
For eight years, José and Audrey served with OMS in Mexico City, where they were involved in
evangelism, church planting, and teaching English as a foreign language in communities, churches,
public and private schools, and businesses for the purpose of evangelism.
Audrey has traveled to Mozambique with a team from Dynamic Women in Missions and to Haiti on
two occasions to work in an orphanage and to provide support and encouragement after the January
2010 earthquake. José and Audrey worked with several churches in vacation Bible school to raise
funds for solar-powered, fixed-tuned radios for Radio 4VEH, the Evangelistic Voice of Haiti. Over
$7,000 was raised in four churches.They worked with the vacation Bible school in their home church
to raise $4,000 for a water well in a Mozambican village. José is currently the Director of the
evangelism team known as Satura Mexico.
Join us in prayer: Lord, bless José and Audrey in their
work with your favor, protection and abundant
provision. For your glory and your Name. Amen.

MILITARY
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We are so blessed to live in these United States. We honor the
sacrifices, both past and present, of every service man and woman who
has answered the call. Join us in covering our members and their
families in prayer:
Christian Joy - Air Force (Fairchild AFB)
Jerry Bright - Navy (Little Creek, VA)
Seth Haynes - Air Force (Deployed)
Paxton Killblane - Army (Fort Bragg, NC)
Wesley Patzkowsky - Army (Deployed)
Tyler Black - Army (Fort Hood)
Julie Miller - Air Force (Little Rock AFB)
Silas Howell - Army (Fort Carson, CO)

"Christianity is not
consistency to
conscience or to
convictions; Christianity is
being true to Jesus
Christ."
Oswald Chambers

Current Need
Do you have extra egg cartons?
The Food and Resource Center
is in need of them!

Jonathon (JD) Frank - Army (Africa)
Major Ben Winston - Air Force (Ramstein AFB
Lt. Col. Thomas Hutton - Air Force
Erik Marshburn - Navy
Todd Marshburn - Army
Michael Marshburn - Air Force
Joshua Tolbert - Army (Ft. Knox, KY)
Jeremy Simpson - Navy

Summer Camp
Dates
Disciple: June 3-6
VBS: June 7-10
Youth Force: June 20-25
Dayspring: July 12-16
Declare: July 23-25
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Congregational Care
SYMPATHY
Our condolences to the Healey family with the passing of Colt's mother, Leslie Sue Healey, on January 31st.
Our condolences to the family of Ed Barton with the passing of Ed's brother, George Barton.
MEMORIALS/HONORS
In memory of Bill Cox, a gift has been received from Donna Cox for the Memorial Fund.
PRAYERS
Kim Coble
Dave & Pam Plesher
Pat Castellow
Sally Lewis
Vicki Cope

Barry & Vicki Ross
David Ross
Marilyn Kurfess
Ruth & Louis Hope
Virgil Mowbray

Congratulations
are in order
David Glaser has completed his Eagle
Scout project for Troop 117!
Congratulations David!
We now have beautiful benches just north
of our CMC thanks to David and his troop.

Chris Humphrey
Dorothy Benson
Susan Mertes

First United Methodist Church
501 W Main
Ardmore, OK 73401
Sunday Services
9:00 a.m. Traditional
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:05 a.m. Epic

David Daniel, Senior Pastor
John Hollon, Associate Pastor

(580) 223-5390
Televised at 11:00 a.m. on Sparklight, Channel 56
Broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on KVSO 1240 AM and 107.5 FM

www.fumcardmore.com

Prayer Chain
Lenny Frank (580) 465-7515 frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com
Wadell & Sheila Altom (580) 223-7272

If you need a listening ear,
call a Stephen Minister today:
Louise Daniels (580) 465-5958

