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He has Risen

From the Pastor

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very
early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to
the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the
tomb?” 4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young
man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.
6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who
was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid
him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 8 Trembling and
bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing
to anyone, because they were afraid.
Mark 16:1-8 NIV
When I think about the journey that the disciples had travelled with
Jesus over three years, I’m overwhelmed. They were with Jesus in the
very beginning and saw and experienced the miracles, the times of
teaching, the times of solitude, and ultimately, they saw his arrest,
scourging, crucifixion and death.
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The three days that Jesus was dead, their hopes for an earthly king were shattered, their hopes in all that
Christ had taught, lost. A Messiah who had empowered them to cast out demons, raise the dead, heal the
sick, and bring sight to the blind was dead. The hopelessness had to be crushing.
Many times, in ministry we teach that something has to die before it can be resurrected. The first church I
served had come to its end before it was reborn. Jesus even uses these words in John 12:24 “Very truly I tell
you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it
produces many seeds.” It didn’t make sense, but after Jesus died, and was resurrected from the dead, he
ultimately ascended into heaven and then the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. In our baptism, we die with
Christ and we are raised with Christ.
The women were doing their duty of going to anoint the body of Jesus. It was a rite/act that was customary
to their time. Their thoughts and their actions were all based on the fact that Jesus of Nazareth was dead. In
their grief and shock, they didn’t think about who would roll away the large stone that sealed the Lord’s tomb.
But when they got to the tomb, the stone had been rolled away. An angel of the Lord awaited them inside
the tomb. The shock and grief of Jesus’ death was supplanted by the shock and bewilderment of an empty
tomb and a message of resurrection from the angel.
The same message that the angel shared with these three women over 2,000 years ago is the same
message that I will share with you this Sunday. The same Jesus of Nazareth that was crucified and died has
been resurrected from the dead. Jesus is Alive! Hallelujah! Have a blessed Holy Week and Easter!
Jesus is Lord,
David, Ginger, Annie and Josh Daniel

Summer Camp
Dates
Disciple: June 3-6
VBS: June 7-10
Youth Force: June 20-25
Dayspring: July 12-16
Declare: July 23-25
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the empty tomb
"When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of
the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each
other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”
4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled
away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting
on the right side, and they were alarmed.
6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,who was crucified.
He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as
he told you.’”
8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said
nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.[a]"
Mark 16:1-8

What does the empty tomb mean to you?
When I think about an empty tomb, I am grateful. I am grateful to know that I have
a hope in Jesus Christ that outlasts any darkness or sadness or hurt I may have. I
am filled with joy knowing that an empty tomb means this life is not all there is and
that I don't have to wait for eternity because Jesus offers that to me now. For me an
empty tomb reminds me that God has this taken care of. Sometimes there is a big
boulder in my way and I don't know how to move it or get along, however I serve a
God who is not surprised and has even the largest of details under control. I am
truly thankful for an empty tomb and I pray you live as though an empty tomb
makes all the difference in your life. I also pray that an empty tomb resonates a
little deeper this year and leads to transformation.
In His Grip,
Pastor John Hollon
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All children up to 5th grade are invited to
our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday,
April 3rd at 10:00am. The Easter egg hunt
will be located at the Jean Neustadt
Heritage Park behind the Greater
Southwest Historical Museum at 35 Sunset
Drive SW. This is a family event therefore
all children need to be accompanied by a
guardian. Don't forget your Easter egg
basket to take home all of that candy!
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REPORT FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTE
THROUGH THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
Budget
Receipts:
Expenses:
% of Apportionments
Paid:
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Actual

$253, 991.48
$253,991.48

$226,077.12
$233,083.73

16.7%

16.7%

We ended the month of February with a surplus of $1,731.47. All of our bills and
apportionments were paid. We sincerely appreciate the generous support of the
congregation and those who gave in support of the ministries of the Church.
- Renny Collins, Finance Chair

REPORT FROM THE
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE
The Endowment Committee would to like to
extend a huge thank you to our Finance
Committee and Church Council for the
generous investment of $150,000 into our
endowment program. This money will be
invested with the Oklahoma United Methodist
Foundation for perpetual giving back into our
church for many years to come. These
committees have made a purposeful
investment into future church generations; an
investment which will allow continual income
and growth of the ministries we support.
If you would like to discuss giving to the
Endowment Program or need assistance
remembering the church in your estate
planning, please contact Pastor David at (580)
223-5390 david@fumcardmore.com, Holly Joy,
FUMC Business Administrator at (580) 2235390 holly@fumcardmore.com, or Renny
Collins at (580) 223-8350 ltcollin@swbell.net .

MILITARY
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Let us pray for all who serve.
Christian Joy - Air Force (Fairchild AFB)
Jerry Bright - Navy (Little Creek, VA)
Seth Haynes - Air Force (Deployed)
Paxton Killblane - Army (Fort Bragg, NC)
Wesley Patzkowsky - Army (Deployed)
Tyler Black - Army (Fort Hood)
Julie Miller - Air Force (Little Rock AFB)
Silas Howell - Army (Fort Carson, CO)

Jonathon (JD) Frank - Army (Africa)
Major Ben Winston - Air Force (Ramstein AFB
Lt. Col. Thomas Hutton - Air Force
Erik Marshburn - Navy
Todd Marshburn - Army
Michael Marshburn - Air Force
Joshua Tolbert - Army (Ft. Knox, KY)
Jeremy Simpson - Navy

Congregational Care
MEMORIALS/HONORS
In memory of Frances Kampschmidt, a gift has been given by Helen Thompson for Faith Promise.
In memory of Frances Kampschmidt, a gift has been given by Dorothy Benson to the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Frances Kampschmidt, a gift has been given by Wadell & Sheila Altom to the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Frances Kampschmidt, a gift has been given by the Wesley SS Class to the Memorial Fund.
In memory of Frances Kampschmidt, a gift has been given by Gene & Martha Ann Hill to the Memorial
Fund.
PRAYERS
Barry & Vicki Ross
Dave & Pam Plesher
Pat Castellow
Sally Lewis
Fred Joy

Chris Humphrey
Louise Daniels
Marilyn Kurfess
Virgil Mowbray

Vicki Cope
Dorothy Benson
Susan Mertes
Barbara Santee

First United Methodist Church
501 W Main
Ardmore, OK 73401
Sunday Services
9:00 a.m. Traditional
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:05 a.m. Epic

David Daniel, Senior Pastor
John Hollon, Associate Pastor

(580) 223-5390
Televised at 11:00 a.m. on Sparklight, Channel 56
Broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on KVSO 1240 AM and 107.5 FM

www.fumcardmore.com

Prayer Chain
Lenny Frank (580) 465-7515 frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com
Wadell & Sheila Altom (580) 223-7272

If you need a listening ear,
call a Stephen Minister today:
Louise Daniels (580) 465-5958

