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FROM THE PASTOR
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send
Me!” Isaiah 6:8 NIV
The first mission trip that I went on outside of the United States was in Nuevo Progreso, Mexico. It was during
my internship at Boston Avenue United Methodist Church. We flew down to Brownsville, Texas and stayed at
a Methodist Church camp not far from the town we would be going to everyday. It would be a mission of
constructing cinder block homes. At a certain point I couldn’t understand how the families that we were
building these homes for could be so excited and grateful. My life experience in Oklahoma was radically
different than theirs. Yet, I can tell you that these beautiful people had a peace and an appreciation for life
that I didn’t. We were there to give them homes and they blessed my heart with joy.
The second mission trip that I went on was to the Gore’s Boy Ranch with Heritage UMC, the church I served in
Broken Arrow. Some of my favorite memories of those trips and the people that I was with still resonate
within my heart. Those mission trips to Gore’s Boy Ranch were mainly cleaning, painting and doing
construction work for the physical plant. Our hearts were all about providing the very best environment
inside and outside for the boys and for the people who worked there day in and day out. During the week we
were there we would always encounter the Spirit of the Lord. We were reminded that Jesus came not to be
served but to serve. It would be in those moments that our hearts and lives would be transformed.
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A number of years ago I was blessed to go on a district mission trip to Mexico to assist in building a church.
The current pastor and his family really needed support. We've all heard that people don’t know you care
until they know that you care. We were there to care for this family. We went to build, but so many times
God has other, deeper, more meaningful plans. That’s the blessing I experienced on that mission trip. God
will do tremendous work in your heart if you are open to do what He wants to do.
When I was the Senior Pastor in Ada, our congregation would go to Nicaragua on a medical mission trip,
and I can tell you these trips transformed my life. My role would change depending on what was needed
on any particular trip. I was a “head holder” for the dentist; I worked in the pharmacy; and I did whatever
needed to be done. I’ll never forget the time we drove hours literally to the end of the road and then
walked down a river bank to wooden canoes that were waiting for us. We crossed the river and then
walked another mile to the village. The experience of serving the people in Nicaragua was overwhelming. I’ll
never forget the bus rides to Waslala and the feeling of gratitude that the Lord gave me the opportunity to
simply serve. Over the years we returned and provided medicine and medical attention to the wonderful
people of Nicaragua.
We serve because Christ's love compels each of us. He sends us to the ends of the earth to serve and love
and lift up His name. Have you ever said yes to this call personally? If you have never experienced a mission
project or trip with fellow believers, I encourage you to step into the waters and make your time and your
life an offering for Jesus Christ in a new way. Start today where you live. Offer Jesus your willingness to
share his love and truth with your neighbor. Find out more about how you can serve locally or in our
church by giving me a call. We have so many missionaries you can covenant to pray over faithfully. Our
church body needs what you have to offer. Christ invites all of us to join Him where He is at work.
We will be continuing our sermon series on missions for the next four weeks. When the Spirit tugs at your
heart, answer. Saying yes to Jesus is the best thing we can do.
Jesus is Lord,
Pastor David L. Daniel

"The world is my
parish."
-John Wesley

THE CROSS ROAD
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"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." Acts 1:8

How Will You Live on Mission?
On Your Street
Begin praying over the families
who live around you and look for
ways to engage in conversation or
serve them in some way. Invite
them to a Bible study or ask how
you can pray for them.

At Work
At the Restaurant
Ask your waiter or waitress for
their name and use it often, asking
them how they are. Tip well! It's
part of our witness.

Who needs your prayer? Who
needs an invitation to church or
lunch? Serve your boss with
integrity and work as unto the
Lord.

In Your Local Church

In the World

You are gifted in some way.
Whether it is hospitality or a heart
for children, we need it. You don't
have to do everything - do one
thing and do it well. Call your
Pastor and get started.

Has the Lord put a country or
people group on your heart? Begin
researching that area and pray for
them daily at noon. Ask the Lord to
show you how you can serve.

John Wesley & Missions
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- By Jim Ramsay, Vice President for Global Operations, TMS Global

“The world is my parish.” This well-known quote of John Wesley, founder of Methodism, demonstrates his
understanding that ministry should never be provincialized. Beyond that, we don’t often give a lot of thought to
Wesley and missions since he did not write extensively on the topic of international missions. However, some of the
emphases of Wesley’s understanding of the faith have significant implications for Christian mission. There are three
that are most significant and much-needed approaches in global mission today.
Prevenient Grace. This is the term Wesley gave to the grace which acts in a person prior to his or her acceptance
of Christ. It is the grace that allows us to breathe, that keeps the planets spinning, and, most significantly, enables us
to respond to God’s invitation to salvation. While the usual application of prevenient grace is to the individual, if
applied to cultures, it has a major impact on how we approach missions. If God’s grace is already active in a culture
prior to the sharing of the gospel, then we should expect to see signs of that already embedded in the culture. So a
key missionary task is uncovering where God’s grace has been working and allow that to be the starting point for
expanding on what the full gospel means in that cultural context. We need to remember God’s prevenient grace
has been active long before we got there, giving witness to himself. The job of the missionary is to identify and work
within the currents his grace has already created. Urban missiologist Ray Bakke encourages people to first look for
“signs of hope” when entering any new culture or community.
Holistic Gospel. Missions of the 20th century was often characterized by an unfortunate dichotomy in the thinking
of Western Christians between social concerns and evangelism. Mission groups tended to focus on one or the
other exclusively and even disparaged those who focused on the other. Throughout his life, Wesley demonstrated
no such dichotomy. His movement was characterized by evangelism – unapologetically calling people to repentance
and to faith in Christ. But it also included a commitment to the poor and marginalized.
Wesley wrote, “The Gospel of Christ knows no religion but social; no holiness, but social holiness.” Missions with a
Wesleyan understanding suggests that we cannot restrict our concern only to the salvation of souls, but must also
be seeking for full transformation of the culture, addressing social issues such as poverty and justice. Social
transformation should be a natural outflow of personal repentance and commitment to Christ. At the same time, an
emphasis only on justice issues without recognition of the need for repentance and the power of the Holy Spirit is
also incomplete and will not bring about the true transformation that only the gospel can provide.
All Can Know Christ. Wesley agreed with the understanding that, while God is fully sovereign, he chose to give
humankind free will. Christ died to make salvation accessible to all people, and his prevenient grace gives all the
possibility of responding positively to this offer. It is not just offered to the “predestined elect.” This understanding
impacts the motivation for mission. Are we serving in missions simply due to a duty we have to fulfilling God’s
predetermined purposes? Or has God invited us into his mission and heart that “all people to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of the truth” (I Timothy 2:4)?
He calls us to be the conveyers of this good news. His ultimate purposes will be accomplished, yet our obedience to
his call does make a difference in the lives of people. When one considers that nearly one third of the world’s
population – about two billion people – have yet to even hear the name of Jesus, one can’t help but wonder what
the cost of disobedience to that call has been over the past 2,000 years.
Those of us in the Wesleyan tradition have a great legacy and great opportunity in Christian mission. We are
motivated by God’s desire that all should have the opportunity to respond to him. This sends us into the entire
world, looking for places that have yet to hear. We expect to see where God has already been active in the culture
and connect that to a full understanding of the gospel. And as people encounter Christ, we work with them,
expecting to experience transformation of their individual and community lives as evidence of God’s kingdom
breaking in.
Excerpts taken from the Good News Magazine, published Dec. 2013.
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Our church Go Team recently voted to make Watoto an official mission partner and we are excited about
investing in the great ministry work they provide to rebuild Africa. Though you may know of their children's
choir we have hosted, there are many thriving ministries coming forth from this local church. In 1984, during a
time of civil war, Watoto planted a local church in Kampala, Uganda to speak hope and life to the nation. Since
then, they've rescued over 5,000 orphaned and abandoned children, placing them in loving families.
Through Watoto Baby, nannies are provided to watch over abandoned or orphaned babies until they can
move into a Watoto Village. Babies receive the medical care, nutrition and love they desperately need.
Through Watoto Villages, orphaned and vulnerable children can truly experience the love of a family.
The villages provide homes, families and holistic care to over 3,000 children who receive everything they need
to grow up healthy and whole—food, clothing, medical care, education and most of all the love of a mother.
Through Watoto Neighborhoods, they come alongside vulnerable women and partner with them to find
practical, sustainable solutions to meet their key needs. Part of this includes training them in adult literacy,
various vocational courses, business classes and job opportunities necessary to earn a living.
Through Keep a Girl in School, they are working alongside local
schools in northern Uganda and South Sudan to reduce the
dropout rate by providing sanitary products, teaching girls their
value in Christ and igniting their passion for education.
Through their Children's Choir, they spread the hope and love
of the gospel throughout the world. They have sent out more
than 100 choirs over the past 25 years.
Watoto is a local church that celebrates Christ and cares for their
local community. Learn more at www.watoto.com

MILITARY
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We are so blessed to live in these United States. We honor the
sacrifices, both past and present, of every service man and woman who
has answered the call. Join us in covering our members and their
families in prayer:
Christian Joy - Air Force (Fairchild AFB)
Jerry Bright - Navy (Deployed)
Seth Haynes - Air Force (Deployed)
Paxton Killblane - Army (Fort Bragg, NC)
Wesley Patzkowsky - Army (Deployed)
Tyler Black - Army (Fort Hood)
Julie Miller - Air Force (Little Rock AFB)
Silas Howell - Army (Fort Carson, CO)

Current Need
Take your extra Walmart sacks to our
Clothes Closet. And the Food and Resource
Center needs egg cartons.
Thank you!

Then Jesus came to them and said,
“All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of
the age.”
- Matthew 28:18-20

Jonathon (JD) Frank - Army (Africa)
Major Ben Winston - Air Force (Ramstein AFB)
Lt. Col. Thomas Hutton - Air Force
Erik Marshburn - Navy
Todd Marshburn - Army
Michael Marshburn - Air Force
Joshua Tolbert - Army (Ft. Knox, KY)
Jeremy Simpson - Navy

Summer Camp
Dates
Disciple: June 3-6
VBS: June 7-10
Youth Force: June 20-25
Dayspring: July 12-16
Declare: July 23-25
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Congregational Care
SYMPATHIES
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family Cecil “Andy” Arnold with his passing on Sunday, April 18. His
services were held at Craddock Funeral Home on April 22.

PRAYERS

Dave & Pam Plesher
Pat Castellow
Sally Lewis
Fred Joy
Barbara Santee

Dorothy Benson
Marilyn Kurfess
Barry & Vicki Ross
Virgil Mowbray
Joe & Debbi Rison

Anna Simic
Susan Mertes
Louise Daniels
Vicki Cope

Congratulations
are in order

Is there a right age to give your child a cell phone? Is there a safe cell
phone? How do I set up parental controls to protect my kids? Join
other parents to discuss these concerns and learn how to raise kids in a
smart phone world. Recommended for parents with children in grades
5th-12th. Reserve your spot in class by texting Shelly Aljoe at 580-2225177 today.

First United Methodist Church
501 W Main
Ardmore, OK 73401
Sunday Services
9:00 a.m. Traditional
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:05 a.m. Epic

David Daniel, Senior Pastor
John Hollon, Associate Pastor

(580) 223-5390
Televised at 11:00 a.m. on Sparklight, Channel 56
Broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on KVSO 1240 AM and 107.5 FM

www.fumcardmore.com

Prayer Chain
Lenny Frank (580) 465-7515 frank.lennylisa@yahoo.com
Wadell & Sheila Altom (580) 223-7272

If you need a listening ear,
call a Stephen Minister today:
Louise Daniels (580) 465-5958

